
 

 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 3rd November 2015 

 
Present: Chairperson  Cllr Martin Buczkiewicz 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr    Rosie Clarke 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb 
 Cllr    Steve Webb 

Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council Nicola Kozurek 
Polly Page from NWLDC 
11 members of the public 
 

Council Meeting  

44/2015 Apologies: None 
 

45/2015  Police Speaker:   
Crime figures for Osgathorpe were read out by Cllr Buczkiewicz: no 
crimes reported. 

 

46/2015 Neighbourhood Watch: 

 Nothing to report 
 

47/2015 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy and 
being a true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the 
minutes as a true and accurate representation of the meeting, 
seconded by Cllr Fairlamb.  Passed unanimously. 
 

 

48/2015 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  
progress report:  

 
 
 

 

Mrs Kozurek provided an update on actions from the previous minutes.  
 
Matters Arising. 

1. 1 Cottage Farm Close planning permission which was granted 
does not incorporate change of use of agricultural land to 
residential use as this was not requested in the planning 
application.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to contact Chris Elston 
at NWLDC enquire further as retrospective planning permission 
will be required. 

2. Parking on Main Street continues to be a problem.  Polly Page 
from NWLDC was present at the meeting to hear residents’ 
views. Cllr Clarke gave an update and mentioned that lorries 
are struggling to turn onto Main Street.  Polly Page commented 



 

 

that the view of Highways is that the area is not a hotspot for 
them, as there have been no fatalities and so will not put yellow 
lines down.  She also stated that NWLDC have opened up the 
car park at the back of the flats for residents to use free of 
charge, but it was noted that it is only being used on a regular 
basis by one resident.  Cllr Buczkiewicz commented that it was 
a positive outcome that the parking charges to the residents 
have been rescinded.  Polly Page agreed to send another letter 
to the residents explaining the reasons why they need to move 
away from parking on Main Street, as it may have greater 
impact coming from the District Council.  The PC appreciates 
this help.  Polly Page is also going to check the requirements of 
how close to the junction cars can legally park and will note it in 
the letter. 

3. Polly Page then went on to mention that if any residents have 
any issues with anti-social behaviour then they can contact her 
directly on 01530 454 483, and ask for an anti-social behaviour 
booklet. This requires residents to record details of what is 
happening and the time and date of incidents.  Records need 
to be comprehensive, including details of how it is affecting the 
residents and the environment etc.  She commented that the 
council need a lot of evidence to be able to evict a tenant.  Also 
please report any door to door selling to Polly.  Her contact 
email address is polly.page@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 

4. Hedge maintenance along the brook.  Cllr Fairlamb confirmed 
the homeowners along the brook have now all carried out the 
expected maintenance of the hedges adjacent to the brook. 

5. Village Design Statement.  Cllr Webb spoke to Wendy May at 
NWLDC who advised that, as the VDS is only four years old, in 
their view it is still relatively recent.  There have been no major 
developments since it was produced.  She advised to leave 
updating it until November 2016, when there will have been a 
significant change to the village (ie the Dawsons Road 
development), and at that point just to make any changes as 
an appendix to the document rather than re-doing the entire 
piece of work. 

6. Rubbish levels at the top of Main Street.  Cllr Clarke gave an 
update that any rubbish left seems to be being cleared quickly 
so this is not currently a concern, although it will continue to be 
monitored. 

7. Paul Stocks has agreed to paint the cemetery gates. 
8. Transparency code for smaller authorities.  Action Mrs 

Kozurek to put forward a tender for hourly costs to meet the 
statutory requirements of the transparency code.  Tender 
agreed for 20 hours for set up costs and 2 hours per month for 
ongoing costs.  Action Mrs Kozurek to start scanning and 
uploading the required documents for the 2014/15 financial 
year. Proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz, seconded by Cllr Webb. 
Agreed unanimously by the PC. 

9. Paddock House Farm erection of machinery and fodder store.  
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Cllr Elson trying to contact Chris Elston at NWLDC to confirm 
the need for further storage units. 

10. Grass cutting along the brook.  This has been carried out by 
Leics CC but only with a mower so the operatives could not get 
close to the bank or hedge, resulting in the grass still needing 
to be cut and brambles and nettles needing to be cut back also.  
The tree growing out of the side of the bank has also not been 
removed.  Action Mrs Kozurek to contact Debbi Payne at 
LCC to get this ongoing issue fixed. 

11. The roof of the bus stop at the top of Main Street needs to be 
refurbished.  Cllr Buczkiewicz has spoken to Paul Stocks, who 
has agreed to have a look at it. 
 

49/2015 Financial Matters: 

 

 
1. Mrs Kozurek gave a financial update: 

Total spend to date for 2015/16 is £2,784; there are a number 
of cheques to be agreed which takes spend to £2,885; the 
precept for 2015/16 is £4,005, which leaves a balance of 
£1,120.  This variance is made up of a number of small items 
for which no invoices have yet been received. 

2. A number of cheques were agreed: 

 Harley Hall hire £20 

 NWLDC election expenses £80.54, consisting of 
returning officer fees £30.54, administration charge £50. 

3. 2016/17 precept 
1. Mrs Kozurek to circulate a proposal to be agreed at the PC 

meeting on 12th January 2016. Action Mrs Kozurek. 
2. A proposal is required for churchyard maintenance for 

inclusion in the 2016/17 precept. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz 
to ask Nick Sydenham for cost. 

50/2015 Planning Matters:  

 
 

Planning Decisions:  
1. 29 Main Street – application approved.  Change of use of 

agricultural land to residential use also approved. 
2. Land adjacent to 32 Main Street – change of position 

application approved. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to speak to 
Leicestershire County Council Highways regarding the 
construction of a footpath in front of the property as NWLDC 
have advised it is outside of their remit. 

3. Pig Shed on Breedon Road – application approved.  The Parish 
Council sent a response and were invited to the Planning 
Committee although did not attend after consultation with 
NWLDC Planning Department, who said that they saw no 
reason to refuse planning permission. 

 
Planning Responses: 

1. 9 houses at the top of Main Street. 28 complaints were received 
by NWLDC and a 72 signature petition.  The Parish Council 
wrote an objection covering issues such as infrastructure, safety 



 

 

on Main Street, sewerage and flooding.  This application has 
now been withdrawn. 

 
Planning Applications recently received: 

1. Farm View, 1 Snarrows Road.  Application to be distributed to 
the Councillors.  Action Mrs Kozurek to ensure parking is 
covered in the reply as there is currently a car regularly parking 
on the bend causing cars to be travelling on the wrong side of 
the road on a blind bend. 

2. 72 Main Street, Old Doctors Surgery.  Application to be 
distributed to the Councillors.  Application for 3 large 4-bedroom 
houses and the conversion and extension of an existing 
property.  Councillors to note there are issues with 
infrastructure.  The application mentions a bat survey has been 
carried out, although the report is not included within the 
application.  Any responses to this application are due to the 
Osgathorpe PC email address 
(osgathorpepc@googlemail.com) by 17th November. 

 
Dawsons Road Housing Update: the development is for 13 houses 
and 3 local needs houses.  There is £200k available for the purchase 
of the Storey Arms, with a further £100k available for the refurbishment 
of the pub and to improve village amenities.  The land was sold on 18th 
September 2015, subject to contract.  The funding should be available 
to NWLDC in December 2015 /early January 2016. 

a. Process for allocating the £100k s106 monies. 
Cllr Buczkiewicz readout a statement regarding the s106 
monies (Appendix 1 at the end of the minutes). 
Mr Davidson commented that the church has been trying to 
raise funds.  Cllr Buczkiewicz commented that costings would 
need to be derived before the end of 2015.  It was also noted 
that the PC anticipate other demands. 

 
An update on the purchase of the Storey Arms was given by Dave 
Bull, a member of the OCPL.  The OCPL is currently looking into how 
to set up the organisation and getting a prospectus together to 
encourage villagers to buy into the pub. 
 
It was noted that BrowneJacobson have advised the PC to hand over 
the £200k to the OCPL as a lease.  The PC need to ensure this money 
is protected if the pub venture does not succeed.  The PC therefore 
needs to work with BrowneJacobson to ensure they get the money 
back if the venture fails. 
 
Mr Phillipson raised the point that he does not feel all of the additional 
£100k should go to the refurbishment of the pub as the vote for the 
Dawsons Road planning was 60/40 against, therefore showing the pub 
does not have the full backing of the village.  He made the point that 
there needs to be clear guidelines for tenders. Cllr Buczkiewicz replied 
that the vote did not show this, rather that people were against the 
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planning and that Mr Phillipson was mixing the two issues. Also, Cllr 
Buczkiewicz pointed out that the Parish Council was taking guidance 
from NWLDC regarding the allocation of the £100k and that NWLDC 
has given to the PC a clear mandate to decide where the £100k is 
allocated.  Looking long term at the pub, money will come back to the 
PC via the loan and can then be reapportioned to the village.  At this 
point there was a passionate discussion between the Chairperson and 
Mr Phillipson regarding the Harley Trust.  This centred around how the 
Harley Trust allocated its funds for the benefit of the local community. 
 
Regarding the statement read out by Cllr Buczkiewicz (Appendix 1), it 
was proposed by him that this was the way to move forward with the 
allocation of the additional £100k, seconded by Cllr Fairlamb. All Cllrs 
voted unanimously in favour. 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz noted that BrowneJacobson’s fees for the next phase 
would be either £3500+VAT or £2300+VAT, depending on the level of 
service, which will come out of the £200k for the purchase of the 
Storey Arms.  Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed to move ahead using 
BrowneJacobson, with the total cost being either £3,500 or £2,300, 
with the cost of the VAT being able to be reclaimed.  Seconded by Cllr 
Elson. All Cllrs voted unanimously in favour. 
 
Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to check with NWLDC whether a Farm 
Business Tenancy (FBT) needs to be been entered into for the back 
part of the field relating to the Dawsons Road development.  
  

51/2015 Correspondence: 

 1. Housing needs survey: Midlands Rural Housing (MRH) want to 
survey all residents regarding the housing needs of the village 
and there will be one month to respond.  The Parish Council 
previously responded to say it was not required.  However, Cllr 
Buczkiewicz has spoken to NWLDC who have said it is a 
statutory requirement for them to understand what residents 
need.  It was noted that the best way forward is to invite a 
representative of the MRH to the January PC meeting and work 
with them rather than against them as they will carry out the 
survey regardless.  Cllr Buczkiewicz voted to invite the 
representative of MRH along to the January PC meeting, 
seconded by Cllr Fairlamb. All agreed unanimously.  Action 
Mrs Kozurek to write to MRH to make it clear that the PC has 
no choice in the survey taking place but that they can come 
along to the meeting if they wish to state their case. 

2. Joint Charter:  this lists the responsibilities for NWLDC and the 
Parish Council.  Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed to accept the joint 
charter and sign it at the Parish Liaison meeting on 2nd 
December 2015.  Seconded by Clllr Clarke. All Cllrs voted 
unanimously. 

3. Dog poop bags: in Market Harborough it is now an offence to be 



 

 

walking a dog and not carrying a poop bag, anyone caught 
doing so faces a fine of up to £100. It was queried whether this 
could be rolled out countrywide. 

4. Mrs Kozurek has received an email from Mr Phillipson noting 
that the Parish Clerk details on the PC website still had the 
previous clerks’ details in a number of places.  Mrs Kozurek has 
now updated the website to reflect the up to date clerk details.  
Mr Phillipson also brought to Mrs Kozurek’s attention that only 
Cllr Buczkiewicz’s contact details were available on the website.  
This has been updated and only Cllr Webb’s details are still to 
be added.  Action Mrs Kozurek to add Cllr Webb’s contact 
details. 

5. There are a number of grants currently available for local 
projects to tender for. NWLDC are running “£20k for 7”: for more 
information see www.nwleics.gov.uk/twentyforseven.  Tesco 
also have groundwork grants available for local communities 
driven by the recent introduction of the carrier bag fees, visit 
www.groundwork.org.uk/sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/la
rge-grants-tes for more information. 

6. NWLDC sent posters advertising their free tree scheme 
available to all NWLDC residents which have been posted onto 
the noticeboards. 

 

52/2015 Cemetery Maintenance: 

 1. Cllr Elson has planted the replacement Oak tree.  Cllr 
Buczkiewicz has ordered 200 replacement beech saplings for 
the hedge to fill gaps.  It was noted by Mr Bate that it may help 
the saplings to flourish if some manure was put down to help 
fertilise the soil. 

  

53/2015 Phone box: 

 1. Ray Knowles has been instructed to go ahead with the 
refurbishment.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to check whether the 
Parish Council can purchase the required materials as the PC 
can claim back the VAT. 

2. It was noted that highways are checking the visibility splays for 
the preferred location. 

 

54/2015 Highways and Footpaths 

 1. It was highlighted that the bus stop sign along Main Street 
cannot be seen when the trees are overgrown.  It was then 
noted however that the bus does tend to stop wherever you wait 
for it. 

 

55/2015 Wesite and Village Voice 

 No update. 
 

56/2015 Other Village Issues: 
1. Mr Phillipson queried which noticeboards the Parish Council 
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post on to? It was clarified that these are at the top of Main 
Street, near the brook on Main Street and the Church 
noticeboard. 

 

57/2015 Date of next meeting, start 7pm:  
 
12th January 2016 
10th May 2016  
 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 

 

Appendix 1 

Four members of the Parish Council attended an open and constructive meeting last Tuesday (27 
October) with members of the NWLDC planning and community departments. Their view was that the 
granting of the balance of the £300K once deducting the £200K for the purchase of the Storey Arms is 
entirely the decision for the Osgathorpe PC. 

They also highlighted the fact that there had been very few requests in recent years for funding of other 
projects in Osgathorpe (they could remember one request from the youth club several years ago, which 
was the only one that the community team members could remember). The discussion then revolved 
around how much should be used for the Storey Arms versus competing projects. NWLDC suggested 
that the pub refurbishment should capture the majority of the funding. 

At the original NWLDC meeting it was minuted that refurbishing of the Storey Arms would be £113K. 
This needs to be revisited and fully costed by the OCPL so that the Parish Council has an up to date 
schedule. 

In the meantime a notice to villagers will be posted with details of the opportunity to request some of the 
£100K funding whilst giving details of the need to refurbish the pub to ensure it is “fit for purpose” and 
profitable moving forward. The Parish Council views the community pub as a vital village asset for future 
generations, one of the few amenities that this village has. In addition, the income from the community 
pub will be a good source of recurring income in perpetuity for the Parish Council to use for other 
requests and projects. 

Therefore, both NWLDC and the Parish Council agree that the Storey Arms will need a substantial 
proportion of this £100K to make the pub viable but the Parish Council also wants the villagers to put 
forward any ideas that will benefit/improve the village. 

Subject to the collation of all of the above a decision will be made by the Parish Council prior to the next 
PC meeting on 12 January. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


