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New Community Library a 

great hit with residents 

From Rachel Stone: “I would like to thank 

everyone for their support they have given 

me to set up our wonderful Community 

Library.  I am so very proud of what we have 

achieved as a community and the positive 

reactions I’ve had. The response I had for 

donations was overwhelming and gave me 

the confidence that this was going to be a 

success and a great community asset. Every 

time I go down to take a look and tidy up, 

there are more new books that have 

appeared. If you don’t see the books you 

donate for a while please don’t worry, as I 

will try to rotate stock as we only have a 

limited space.  I have heard from lots of 

parents how excited their children have 

been when they go in and see a book they 

really want to read, for me that is priceless 

and makes it all worthwhile. Although the 

concept of an old phone box being 

converted into a community library is 

nothing new, ours is in fact the very first 

one in Leicestershire and that is something 

we should all be really proud of.” 

Osgathorpe crime update 
 
Kevin Legg, lead for Osgathorpe Neighbour 
Watch, says that so far, there hasn't been 
any reported crime in our village during 
2018 - in fact, the last reported burglary in 
the village was in October 2017. Let’s hope 
that all the preventative measures we are 
continuing to take will see lower annual 
crime rates than last year. Chair of the 
Parish Council, Martin Buczkiewicz said “I 
firmly believe that the current decrease in 
burglaries since October 2017 is due to 
multiple factors, not least the increased 
awareness raised by the Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme”. 

 
Parish Council news 
  
Martin Buczkiewicz is pleased to announce 
that the new Parish Clerk is Lisa Clarke and 
she can be contacted on 07795 958980 or 
email osgathorpe@gmail.com. For the 

latest village news and details of your local 
Parish Councillors, see: 
www.osgathorpeparishcouncil.co.uk. 
Separately, Osgathorpe Parish Council 
would like to thank:  

• Kevin and Alex Atkins for cutting the 
grass verge and maintaining the area 
around the new Community Library. 

• Peter Hodgson for cutting the grass and 
maintaining the area around the 
Osgathorpe Stone. 

• Luke Ashman for delivering the village 
flyers and helping to keep the cemetery 
garden tidy. 

 
Life in the Fast lane 
 
The Parish Council and several 
residents have expressed concern about 
vehicles speeding down the Snarrows. This 
is dangerous and has resulted in near 
misses with pedestrians as well as several 
kittens being killed at the smallholding. The 
police have been informed. Please slow 
down here and of course within the village 
itself! 
 

The Thomas Harley Play Area 
 
This is now taking shape and there will be 
an opening event in the near future. The 
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completion has been delayed due to the 
continuing wet conditions. The Parish 
Council would like to thank the anonymous 
donor who has provided funding for a 
bench in the play area as well as the bench 
by the Community Library Telephone Box.  
 
Help Bin it 
 
The previous Osgathorpe Litter pick in April 
2017 made an enormous difference to the 
appearance of our beautiful village. So why 
not join in for the next one? Meet outside 
Harley Hall at 11am on Sunday 13 May. 
Safety vests will be provided, but please 
bring gloves and strong footwear. Light 
refreshments will be served afterwards at 
Harley Hall. Text Kevin Legg 07766305460 
or Martin Cooke 07748181340 if you want to 
join in the fun. 

Keep it 

clean! 

New signs 

have been 

erected at the 

entrances and 

exits of the 

village to 

remind 

residents to 

bag their 

dog’s poo or face £100 fine.  

 
Heavy metal lifted 
 
Leicestershire has recently seen an increase 

in rural church thefts, with lead roofs being 

stripped and stolen. Local Police are 

focusing efforts to try and identify those 

responsible, but they need your help. When 

carrying out these crimes the thieves will 

often have one or more vehicles with them 

as a way of transporting it away from the 

scene. Crimes have even occurred in broad 

daylight with those responsible giving the 

outward appearance of being on church 

premises for a legitimate reason. If you see 

anyone acting suspiciously around St 

Mary’s, please call 101 and report it to the 

Police. If you witness lead being stolen, 

please ring 999 for a quick response. If you 

want to speak to local officers about this 

you can find their details here: 

https://leics.police.uk/local-policing 

Gigabit Voucher Scheme 

Launched 

Leicestershire and Leicester businesses and 
homes can now apply for the Gigabit 
Broadband Voucher Scheme (GBVS) as part 

of the government's £67 million investment 
commitment to make a "full fibre Britain". 
Eligible businesses and homes will be able 
to access the nationwide voucher scheme 
and be approved for vouchers worth up to 
£3000 for a small or medium sized business 
or £500 to residents, to support the capital 
costs of upgrading their broadband and 
gigabit capable connections. See here for 
details: 
http://www.superfastleicestershire.org.uk/g
igabitvouchers/ 

 
Storey Arms latest 
 
The landlord has declined the latest offer 

from the Osgathorpe Community Pub 

Limited (OCPL), which was for £250,000 

plus an uplift clause on any sale, which the 

landlord had previously requested as part of 

the deal. For any OCPL questions, and news 

updates please see the website:  

www.thestoreyarms.co.uk . 

News from St Mary’s 

‘Open Osgathorpe’ – we need you! 

Our gardens are beginning to bloom at last, 

so a timely reminder that Open Osgathorpe 

2018 is taking place over the weekend of 

the 9th and 10th of June. As well as beautiful 

gardens there will be lots of other things to 

enjoy.  

To help us make the whole weekend a 

success, we would like to ask for your help 

in three areas: 

• Volunteers – are you able to spare any 

time over the weekend? We need 

volunteers to sell tickets on the day, serve 

teas or take part in the Human Fruit 

Machine. Any time you can give us would 

be a huge help.  

• We would like to ask all the wonderful 

bakers in Osgathorpe for cake donations 

for the cake stall. 

• Tombola prizes – is there anything you 

would like to re-gift? 

If you can help in any of these areas please 

call Lisa Clarke on 07795 958980. 

The Importance of Being Earnest 
 

On Friday 3 

August 2018, 

the Pantaloons 

will make a 

welcome 

return to 

Osgathorpe 

Hall to perform 

their production of ‘The Importance of 

Being Earnest’. Bring a picnic and enjoy 

theatre in the open-air in Osgathorpe. This 

energetic and musical production from the 

critically-acclaimed Pantaloons infuses 

Wilde’s witty words with snappy new songs 

and frantically funny physical theatre to 

give this perennially popular play a hilarious 

contemporary twist! Ticket details will be 

announced nearer the time. 

Parish Council Meeting dates 
(all Tuesdays) 
3 July, 11 September, 6 November,  
15 January 2019, 7 May 2019 
 

Joke of the Year competition 
Still feeling SAD because of the gloomy 

weather we’ve been having? Don’t’ worry, 

these howlers should brighten up your day: 

 

“I just applied for a job at a blacksmith…he 

asked if I ever shoed a horse before. I said 

no, but I once told a donkey to clear off.” 

 

“Why did the mechanic sleep under the car? 

He needed to get up oily the next morning.” 

 

How the seasons work in England: 

January - Cold and bleak 

February - Still cold and bleak 

March - Still cold, but snow now 

April - Rain 

May - More rain 

June - Why is it still raining? 

July - BEES 

August - Oh Lord, it’s so hot 

September - I miss the heat 

Oct - Heat is simply a distant memory 

November - Cold and dark 

December - Colder and darker 
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