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 OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

TUESDAY 26th JANUARY 2010 
 

 
Present: Chairperson  Martin Buczkiewicz 

  Vice Chairperson Mike Inchley   

  Councillor  Fiona Davidson 

  Councillor   Simon Bishop 

  Councillor   Penny Freeman 

Also in attendance: 

Clerk to the Council Lynn Simms, PCSO Nicola Stanhope and six members of the 

public. 

 

59/2009 Apologies:  None received. 

  

 Councillor Buczkiewicz expressed his sadness of the recent passing away of David 

Taylor MP, who gave a great deal of support to this village and Rainbows (a charity 

to which the village donates) and advised that he had sent a message of condolence 

on behalf of the Parish Council to the NW Leicestershire Labour Party 

Constituency Office. 

 

60/2009 Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  After perusing the minutes of the previous 

meeting the following amendments were noted: 

54/2009 – The last sentence was amended to read ‘As gritting isn’t done on all our 

roads etc. 

 

The amended minutes were then subsequently proposed as a true and accurate 

record by Cllr Buczkiewicz, seconded by Cllr Inchley, with unanimous agreement. 

 

61/2009 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report:  The Clerk updated the meeting on 

outstanding issues: 

 Overgrown Brook   -  Lee Measures LCC agreed to clear Dawsons  

Rd end via George Phillipson (Clerk to 

confirm this in writing) Cllr Buczkiewicz to 

speak to Gael Hodgson also re clearance. 

 Cemetery   -  Still to cut back Cherry Tree 

 Wheelie Bin for cemetery -  Council will not provide bin for Cemetery   

  

 BT phone box   -  Application successful: PC need to pay £1. 

      Further correspondence from BT to Cllr  

      Buczkiewicz revealed that BT are now willing 

      to repair the broken light and retain 

      the electricity supply 

 Flkr    - Can be linked to Parish Council Website.  

      Clerk to liaise with Nick Sydenham. 

  

62/2009 Police Speaker:  PCSO Nicola Stanhope presented the crime figures for November 

and December. 
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1st November: wooden gates were stolen from the Old Barn Chapel Lane – to date 

they have not been found and no-one has been caught. 

December: two mountain bikes were stolen from a shed on Dawsons Road, and 

three bird scarer’s taken from Stordon Grange and Ian Bourne’s farm.  

At this point Cllr Davidson also informed the meeting that recently Jim Elson’s 

straw bales had been set alight. 

  

 On 28th January there is another KINS meeting at the Yew Lodge Kegworth, which 

Maxine Clift (our neighbourhood watch co-ordinator) said she would attend. Also 

in the School half term – Thursday 18th February – PCSO Nicola Stanhope advised 

of an ASB Road Show to be held at Kegworth School between 2pm and 5pm and 

will consist of a mobile skate park, mobile youth club and Beat Bus.  Cllr 

Buczkiewicz proceeded to update the meeting of local incidents, and items for the 

public to be aware of reported by Coalville Police.  Before PCSO Nicola Stanhope 

left Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed the dates of our forthcoming meetings for their 

future attendance.  

   

 

63/2009 Neighbourhood Watch:  Maxine Clift was not present, however she had conveyed 

that between six and eight people had volunteered for the Neighbourhood Watch 

scheme.  Unfortunately due to unforeseen circumstances their meeting for 

December had to be postponed so regrettably there is no update.   

  

64/2009 Correspondence:  
a. Letter from PCC St. Mary’s Church requesting a contribution of £594.09 

towards the Churchyard maintenance for 2010/11. 

After much deliberation Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed a sum of £550 which 

was seconded by Cllr Bishop.  There were four votes in favour with one 

abstention. 

 

65/2009       Cemetery Maintenance:   

 Seat still needs to be teak oiled (Phil Colin).  

 Clerk requested details of burial plots from Phil Colin for the Councils 

Records. 

 

66/2009 Financial Matters:  The Parish Clerk confirmed the following payments to be 

made:-   

   £160.00: D Summers (cemetery maintenance ½ yearly payment) 

 £412.50: L Simms (Clerks ½ yearly salary)              

 £18.00  : P Chatwin (hire of Harley Hall)                          

£1.00     : BT (adoption of telephone Kiosk)          

                                                      

Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the above payments, seconded by Cllr Davidson with 

five votes in favour and no abstentions. 

Prior to the meeting all Councillors had been issued with a draft budget proposal for 

the forthcoming year, after discussion all agreed on a precept amount of £3155.00. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the figure of £3,155.00.  This was seconded by Cllr 

Bishop with five in favour and no abstentions. 

 

67/2009 Planning Matters: 

 North West Leicestershire District Council have granted the following planning 

applications. 
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 1st floor extension to 64 Main Street. 

 Single storey extension with dormer windows at Stordon Pastures. 

 Construction of 20m Menage at Stordon Lane. 

 Illuminated sign for the Bulls Head Thringstone. 

 Hillstead Farm – with some conditions, very few of those from Osgathorpe 

Parish Council were included. 

A recent meeting held by NWLDC to advice Council’s of planning procedures and 

policies was attended by four Councillors and the Clerk.  From the meeting Cllr 

Buczkiewicz stated that there was a clear consensus of opinion from several parties 

that the NWLDC take little notice of Parish Plan’s VDS’s or Parish 

Councillors/parishioners observations/ comments.  At the actual meeting, there was 

quite a heated debate between a variety of members representing Parish Councils 

and Chris Elston (NW Leics Planning Officer) on this matter and the fact that Chris 

Elston does not consult with Councillors regarding any planning issues.  NWLDC 

did agree to look into the problem.  Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed to write to Chris 

Elston reiterating the above. 

  

68/2009 Website & Village Voice: 

 David Davidson confirmed that the next Village Voice that is due to go out shortly 

and was commended by Cllr Buczkiewicz (Please ensure a note about the ASB 

Road Show at Kegworth is put in the next issue) 

  

69/2009 Standing Orders/ Risk Assessment: 
 A new set of Standing Orders/Financial Regulations was drawn up by Cllr 

Buczkiewicz and passed to the other Councillors together with a Risk Assessment 

drafted by the Clerk.  Cllr Buczkiewicz requested all the Councillors take the papers 

away to peruse at their leisure and suggested that any comments should be debated 

at the next meeting. Cllr Buczkiewicz also noted that he would be sending the 

documents to Susie Roberts (Legal Department at NWLDC) to check on their 

legality/accuracy. 

 

70/2009 Parish Plan Recommendations: 
 David Davidson, Emma Bishop, John Beasley and Cllr Inchley have met to discuss 

the Village Design Statement.  An outline of the proposed draft had been prepared 

by David Davidson and was passed to the other Councillors to look at.  John 

Beasley had checked the Planning and Development information from the Parish 

Plan along with the current boundaries/designations and found them to be current.  

Contact has also been made with STWA / Environment Agency concerning 

flooding.  Cllr Buczkiewicz requested that the group also liaise with the flood 

wardens Mr. & Mrs. Phillipson to avoid duplication of work.  Reference was made 

to a Hydrology Report done by STWA sometime in 2007/8 which Cllr Inchley 

offered to check for in the past Minutes.  The group propose to meet in February but 

feel they lack a representative from the farming community so it was suggested they 

make contact with Ian Bourne.  Cllr Buczkiewicz also suggested contacting Jim 

Elson, a former Parish Councillor, to elicit his views. Cllr Inchley has sought advice 

from Jo Ling the Community Development Officer as whom to contact regarding 

Healthcare issues and crime and Safety. 

 Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked Cllr Inchley and the group for all their dedicated work. 
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71/2009 Other Village Issues:  

 Last Saturday and Sunday Cllr Buczkiewicz noticed the Stockyard had visitors. 

Having made enquiries, it appears that a Christian organisation may soon purchase 

the property and hopefully tidy up its appearance. 

 The next Youth Forum meeting, where Cllr Davidson and Emma Bishop are to 

move further forward with their request for funding to purchase a village green, is 

due to take place on Monday 22nd February 6.15pm at Long Whatton Community 

Centre.  They requested that a paragraph detailing their plan be placed in the 

Village Voice with a view to drumming up some much needed support from the 

village. 

 David Davidson gave an update concerning the Osgathorpe Archaeology group 

advising that the anomalies from a satellite viewing over Osgathorpe Hall turned 

out to be nothing.  Apparently some Roman coins discovered in Osgathorpe some 

years ago are now in the Leicester Museum.  Finally Phil Collin advised of a couple 

on Main Street searching fields with a metal detector and offered to point them 

towards the Archaeology Group when he next spoke to them. 

 A few people in the village had noticed that cattle were being sheltered in a shed in 

Mr. Tivey’s field, which is not supposed to house livestock within 400 metres of a 

dwelling.  The Planning department investigated this matter and found that the 

cattle had been recently TB tested and with the recent inclement weather had to 

remain inside.  This has been accepted by NWLDC. 

 Finally following the recent inclement weather it has come to light that Main Street 

was not gritted albeit is on the list as a route scheduled for automatic gritting.  It has 

been requested the Clerk ascertain the purchase cost of grit bins and their contents. 

 

72/2009 Dates of Next Meetings:   

- 11 May 2010. 

- 6 July 2010 

- 7 September 2010 

- 9 November 2010 

- 25 January 2011  

 

 

 

 Signed by the Chairperson…………………………………Date………………… 


