
 

 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 7th May 2019 

 
Present:  Cllr    Martin Buczkiewicz (Chair) 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice chair) 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb  
  
 
Mrs Clarke – Clerk to the Council 

Also, in attendance: 
 Four members of the public and the Police Speaker 
Council Meeting:  
16/2019  Apologies: None 
17/2019 Police Speaker: 

 
The Valley Beat Parish Council report is available. 
There is a new beat officer, Steven Harrison. The email address is below 
(which was incorrect in the Village Voice). 
Steven.Harrison@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk 
 
There is an ongoing county wide operation regarding drug gangs operating 
‘County Lines’ called Lionheart. In the first four weeks it has achieved; 

 132 warrants 
 92 arrests 
 78 Charges 

 
18/2019  Neighbourhood Watch: 

Kevin Legg, the lead person for the Osgathorpe NHW scheme, is 
unfortunately unable to make the meeting.  

2018 CRIME SUMMARY 

There was a significant reduction in reported crime (16 to 4) when comparing 
the 2017 figures against the 2018 figures.There are a number of factors that 
have contributed to this reduction such as the restarting of Osgathorpe 
NHW, increased CCTV and preventive measures taken by villagers. 

REPORTED CRIME COMPARISON YEAR BY YEAR UP TO FEBRUARY 
2019 (INFORMATION VIA THE POLICE WEBSITE) 

2019 = 3 
2018 = 4 
2017 = 16 

BURGLARIES COMPARISON YEAR BY YEAR UP TO FEBRUARY 2019 
(INFORMATION VIA THE POLICE WEBSITE) 



 

 

2019 = 3 
2018 = 2  
2017 = 6  

For the months of March and April Osgathorpe NHW isn't aware of any 
crimes either due to local knowledge or the weekly email they receive from 
the North West Leicestershire NHW office. 

2019 CRIME UPDATE 

Unfortunately, the year didn’t get off to a good start for some villagers in 
Chapel Lane as there were three separate crimes. A household burglary, 
theft from a locked garage and an attempted break-in at some outbuildings.  

According to the Police website nobody has been charged in connection with 
these crimes. 

999 remains the number to call in emergency situations. This includes when 
life is in danger, a crime is in progress or has just taken place. 

101 is the non-emergency number. This should be used if an Officer is 
required to take action but isn’t required urgently. 

NHW NEWSLETTER 

The NHW Spring newsletter was delivered in March and Osgathorpe NHW 
would like to thank Parish Councillor Mike Fairlamb for arranging for it to be 
printed and Owen Jordan for delivering it. 

The next NHW newsletter will be issued in September 2019, so it coincides 
with the “Darker Nights Campaign”. Future newsletters will be issued 
thereafter every six months as at the moment there isn’t much to report. 
Obviously, this decision will be kept under review by Osgathorpe NHW.   

Articles will still be written for the Village Voice and urgent NHW news items 
will be circulate via the Osgathorpe NHW mailing list, village mailing list and 
the Osgathorpe Facebook page. 

CRIME PREVENTION EVENT (CPE) 

Osgathorpe NHW is considering a CPE later this year. However, given the 
low turnouts in previous years and our low crime figures it might be difficult to 
convince the Police it’s an effective use of their resources. The Police , Cllr 
and public present agreed , it would be worthwhile to hold such an event. 

19/2019 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 
After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy and being a 
true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the minutes as a 
true and accurate representation of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Elson.  
Unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

20/2019 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  
progress report: 
 
Mrs Clarke provided an update on actions from the previous minutes. The 
links in Nick Rushtons email will be added to the website. Action Mrs Clarke 
 
Mrs Clarke gave an update from the Quarterly Parish Clerks Operational 
meeting from 6th Feb. 
 

21/2019 Financial Matters: 
 
The Precept demand was returned and the first payment has been received. 
 
A number of cheques were agreed: proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz, seconded 
by Cllr Fairlamb, approved unanimously.  

 
1. Clerks Salary £489.60 
2. HMRC £326.40 
3. D Summers cemetery mowing £350 
4. LRALC fees £195.85 
5. Armett & Son £900 (from the play area monies) 

 
Mrs Clarke gave an update on the internal audit from 26th April 2019. The full 
report will follow shortly. A number of process changes will be recommended 
and these will be brought to the next meeting. 
 
The litter bin collection costs have increased by 1.9%, this has no material 
impact on the budget. £2.83 to £2.88. 
 
The invoice for the rental of land on Dawsons Road has been sent and 
payment received from Armett & Son. 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz updated the Council on the remaining Defib funds and the 
ongoing costs which will be included in the budget for 20/21. 
 

22/2019 Planning Matters:  
 

1. Planning responses sent:  
a. 18/02264/VCU Land on Main Street 
b. 16/00043/OUT Land on Main Street 
c. 18/01999/FUL Brookside Farm 
d. 18/02000/LBC Brookside Farm 
e. 19/00248/FUL Warren 6 Chapel Lane 
f. 16/00183/FUL Land next to 29 Main Street 
g. 19/00611/HRN Removal of 15m hedge  

 
 

2. Planning responses received: 
 

a. 18/01916/FUL Land North of STW 
b. 12/00512/FULM Canine Partners 
c. 19/00248/FUL Warren 6 Chapel Lane 
d. 18/01927/FULM Elms Farm Committee Meeting notice 

 



 

 

All observations have been returned. In ref to Main Street, observations 
regarding re-alignment of the entrance with Orchard Close have been 
returned and for the land beside 29 Main Street, the enforcement officer has 
halted work, due to the land from being raised, allegedly. 
 

23/2019 Correspondence: 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz gave an update from the Parish Liaison meeting on 27th 
Feb. The Cyber Crime presentation was particularly interesting and useful. 
The presentation can be circulated on request. 
 
Cllr Elson gave an update following the EA meetings regarding the soil on 
Dawson Road. The EA have confirmed that Carters Construction will be 
interviewed in relation to Reg 38 (1a) 12 EPR 
 
Farms 4 Ewe land request was rejected. 
 
Dates for the diary: 
Leicestershire Neighbourhood Planning Network Event 21st May 
LGRC/NALC LOCAL COUNCIL EXPO - Droitwich 21st June 2019 
LRALC 2019 Annual General Meeting 15th June 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz gave an update on the adoption of the play area on 
Dawsons Road. This is ongoing, with negotiations continuing through the 
respective solicitors. The Parish Council have been sent the names and 
details of the residents Management Committee, who will oversee the SUDs. 
It was noted that Chevin Homes have taken the park out of use temporarily. 
 
January Parish Newsletter is available on request. 
 
The Merchant Navy request to ‘Fly the Ensign’ was rejected. 
 

24/2019 Cemetery Maintenance: 
One internment of ashes since the last meeting. 
 
A concern was raised about a new white headstone which has been erected. 
This does not appear to be inline with the cemetery guidelines. Action Mrs 
Clarke to follow up. 
 
Following the internal audit, the cemetery guidelines will be updated. Mrs 
Clarke will circulate for agreement at the July meeting. Action Mrs Clarke 
 
The beech hedge is doing well, but could do with trimming. Cllr Elson to 
follow up. Action Cllr Elson 
 

25/2019 Highways and Footpaths: 
1. Trees on Dawsons road, which are growing across the path, 

have been reported to LCC. 
2. A resident has raised concerns about the trees behind the flats 

on Main Street. Cllr Buczkiewicz has reported this to NWLDC. 
 

26/2019 Website and Village Voice: 
No update 

 



 

 

27/2019 Other Village Issues: 
 
The litter pick had a good turn out with 24 people joining in. The approved 
asbestos sheets were, unfortunately, left for 5 weeks. Cllr Buczkiewicz 
contacted NWLDC and these have now been removed. 
 
A notification has been received announcing a review of all local bus 
services, which includes the 129. 
 
NWLDC requested a meeting with Cllr Buczkiewicz and Mrs Clarke to 
discuss items of special expense, which in Osgathorpe is the open space on 
Orchard Close. NWLDC would like the Parish Council to consider the 
transfer of maintenance to Parish Council. This would remove the cost from 
the Special Expenses line in the Council Tax. There would be no change in 
cost to residents, there may even be a reduction in cost as the Parish 
Council may be able to carry out the work more cost effectively. Cllr 
Buczkiewicz has asked for some additional information; such as access 
rights, when this has been received the Council will consider the proposal for 
inclusion in the 20/21 budget. 
 
Dog Watch templates are now with the Parish Council and can therefore be 
printed as required. 
 
106 monies – NWLDC have advised that the money cannot be retained by 
the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz will approach the resident adjacent to the Osgathorpe Stone 
to discuss maintenance of the grass. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz 
 
The hedge along the brook has not been cut by LCC. Action Mrs Clarke 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed a village project, 20/20 vision, which will put 
together photographs from around the village. A working group of volunteers 
are interested. A book will be produced for residents. Seconded by Cllr 
Fairlamb. Unanimously approved 
 

28/2019 Public Participation: 
 1. HCT (fixed Item) Cllr Buczkiewicz gave an update. 

 
At the recent meeting, held on the 16th April. Mr Phillipson retired as Chair. 
Mr Hackwood was elected as the new Chair. Martin Ward has retired as 
Clerk; a new Clerk is being pursued. 
 
CCLA Charities Investment Fund reported that Thomas Harley Charity has 
£8,386,446 in its investment fund, with an annual income of £279,434 plus 
£101,602 in its deposit fund, with an annual income of £600. 
 
In terms of grants: 

 £22,000 was allocated to schools 
 £44,000 was allocated to young persons 
 No relief in need/temporary aid applications from clergy widows. 

 
 
 



 

 

Public Participation (10mins). 
 
Internet is slow across the village – Cllr Buczkiewicz advised the resident to 
speak to Kevin Legg who has been liaising with NWLDC. 
 
STW sewer laying / hedge removal. Cllr Fairlamb provided an update. 
Footpath Maintenance; Mr Bate has volunteered to strim the path behind Mrs 
Inchley’s property. 
 
Flood Warden; could the information be sent to Mr Bate to follow up as a 
local volunteer. Action Mrs Clarke 
 
Have the NI contributions been considered in respect to Mrs Clarkes 
employment? The Council confirmed that they had. 
 
Parking on Main Street is a concern. These has been debated before, but 
Mrs Clarke will follow up with LCC. Action Mrs Clarke. It was noted that a 
traffic survey had been carried out on Main Street on the 7th May. 
 
The Defib sign on the bus shelter on the Ashby Road has broken. Mr 
Marshall will look into getting a new sign. 
 
 

29/2019 Dates of next meeting, start 7pm:  
9th July 2019 
8th October 2019 
14th January 2020 
3rd March 2020 
5th May  2020 
  

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 


