
 

 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 8th September 2015 

 
Present: Chairperson  Cllr Martin Buczkiewicz 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr    Rosie Clarke 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb 
 Cllr    Steve Webb 

Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council Nicola Kozurek 
4 members of the public 
 

Council Meeting  

30/2015 Apologies: None 
 

31/2015  Police Speaker:   
1. Crime figures for Osgathorpe were read out by Cllr 

Buczkiewicz:  No crimes reported. 
2. It was noted that reports were received of a greyhound 

being dumped out of a car at the bottom of the driveway to 
Osgathorpe Hall.  Mr Blunt checked the woods and could 
not find the dog. 

3. An email was received regarding Quadcopter flying and the 
legal position for flying them.  PC Jason Underwood visited 
the person who had been flying the quadcopter and was 
found to be fully complying with all legal requirements.   

 

32/2015 Neighbourhood Watch: 

 Nothing to report 
 

33/2015 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 It was noted that an email from Mr George Phillipson in regard to 
grass cutting was read out at the previous meeting by Cllr 
Buczkiewicz. 
 
After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy 
and being a true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz 
proposed the minutes, seconded by Cllr Clarke, as a true and 
accurate representation of the meeting.  Passed unanimously. 
 

 

34/2015 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  
progress report:  

 
 

Mrs Kozurek provided an update on actions from the previous 
minutes.  



 

 

 
 

 
Matters Arising. 

1. Improve communication between the PC and villagers.  
Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to speak to John Beasley 

2. Parking at the top of Main Street continues to be an issue.  
Cllr Clarke gave an update from NWLDC that no more can 
be done until there is a fatality from the issue.  Action Cllr 
Clarke to speak to residents again to highlight the issue, 
and to speak to Polly Page at NWLDC to highlight the issue 
again. 

3.  Cllr Clarke gave an update on the bus usage.  A voucher 
offer was trialled to increase usage but only gave a small 
increase in the number of users.  Discussed a Skylink 
service which is due to be introduced on 27/9/15 linking 
Shepshed, Thringstone and Coalville to East Midlands 
Airport and Nottingham.  It is hoped this will increase the 
number of passengers using the 129 service into 
Shepshed.  A member of the public also noted that there 
appear to be changes taking place to the majority of bus 
services in the area. 

4. Cemetery gates are due to be painted by Mr P Stocks. 
5. It was noted that the Jubilee Woods have been strimmed by 

Mr Blunt.  The Council handed Mr Blunt a thank you note to 
express gratitude for Mr Blunt carrying out the work himself. 

6. A breakdown of the 2014 Referendum costs has been 
received by Cllr Buczkiewicz.  The total cost was £681.38, 
consisting of: 
                Printing of ballot papers £213 
                Hire of polling station £60 
                Administration & staffing including returning 
                officer fee £408.38 

7. Nature spot handover.  Cllr Buczkiewicz gave a brief history 
of the Nature spot: a website was set up to record birds and 
wildlife seen in the village.  It is hoped it will encourage 
children to become interested in the wildlife in the village.  
The Parish Council are currently looking for someone to 
take over the upkeep of the website, which essentially 
involves receiving records from the villagers of what they 
have seen and uploading it onto the website. Contact Dave 
Whiting if interested. The website address is: 
www.naturespot.org.uk/parish-osgathorpe 

8. Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed the Summer Schools Out 
booklets were left at the shop in Belton as most families in 
Osgathorpe appeared to have a copy. 

9. Tree Planting scheme – NWLDC launched a scheme where 
they would provide trees and maintain them for the first two 
years, after which the PC would have to pay to maintain 
them.  It was deemed there are no suitable locations for the 
trees to be planted, and it was noted that such a scheme 
needs to be properly managed which could result in 

http://www.naturespot.org.uk/parish-osgathorpe


 

 

maintenance costs becoming expensive after the two years. 
10.  Bench in Jubilee Wood.  It was noted that the bench in the 

churchyard is rarely used even though it is in full sun for 
most of the day.  The PC discussed the possibility of a 
bench with Mr Blunt and it was deemed inappropriate due 
to maintenance costs. 

11. BrowneJacobson deferred payment for s106 Dawsons 
Road.  BrowneJacobson (solicitors in Nottingham who have 
been advising the PC on the s106 Dawsons Road lease), 
have advised they cannot prepare a contract between the 
PC and the OCPL until they have been paid (they are 
currently owed c£2500).  The contract needs to be drawn 
up to ensure that if the pub venture fails the money will 
return to the PC, the details of which need to be worked out 
with BrowneJacobson. 

12. Dawsons Road play area.  Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed that 
this will be discussed with the owner of the land once the 
land has been purchased. 

13. Footpath between Main Street and Dawsons Road.  Cllr 
Buczkiewicz confirmed engineers are due to visit the site to 
check the feasibility of such a footpath and the associated 
costs.  It was noted this has previously been done but the 
opportunity was lost as it was opposed by a local farmer 
due to alleged water run off. 

14. Tendering process for the remaining £100k for the s106 
Dawsons Road lease. Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed a 
meeting will be set up to discuss the tendering process with 
Wendy May and NWLDC, who already have an established 
tendering process in place.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to 
arrange a meeting to discuss with NWLDC further.  It 
was also noted that legal advice was sought from solicitors 
Crane and Walton for the s106 lease, this advice was free 
and as agreed at the previous meeting a token of goodwill 
for the solicitor who gave their time for free has been 
purchased and presented to the solicitor and was gratefully 
received. 

15. Transparency code for smaller authorities.  Mrs Kozurek 
introduced the transparency code, which will apply to 
Osgathorpe PC.  As of 2017 the PC will no longer be 
subject to an external audit, but must work now to increase 
financial transparency, and all documents must be made 
available on the PC website.  As a result of this, there is a 
government fund set up to help the PC meet these 
requirements, from which the PC can apply for a grant.  Cllr 
Buczkiewicz proposed purchasing a scanner/printer up to 
the value of £60, which can then be claimed back from the 
grant fund.  Cllr Webb seconded.  All voted unanimously.  
Action Mrs Kozurek to source a scanner/printer to the 
value of around £60. There is also the opportunity to apply 
for funding to cover the additional hours that Mrs Kozurek 



 

 

will work to ensure the PC is compliant with the fund, for 
both the initial set up costs and an ongoing monthly cost for 
additional time taken to ensure compliancy with the code on 
an ongoing basis.  Action Mrs Kozurek to calculate the 
additional number of hours required and the cost of 
these hours.  

 

35/2015 Financial Matters: 

 

 
1. Mrs Kozurek gave a financial update: 

Total spend to date for 2015/16 is £1884, there are a 
number of cheques to be agreed which will take spend to 
£2704, the precept for 2015/16 is £4005, which leaves a 
balance of £1301.  This variance is made up of a number of 
small items for which no invoices have yet been received. 

2. A number of cheques were agreed: 

 Harley Hall hire £20 

 Clerks half year salary £560 

 D. Summers cemetery mowing and maintenance 
£239.31 

3. Mrs Kozurek confirmed the external audit for 2014/15 has 
been signed off and there are no exceptions. 
 

36/2015 Planning Matters:  

 
 

1. 1 Cottage Farm has been granted planning permission: it 
was noted the original plans were changed so that the 
developments no longer overlook neighbours.  Action Mrs 
Kozurek to check with Chris Elston whether this 
includes change of use to bring additional land into the 
garden of the property. 

2. Paddock House Farm has received consent to carry out 
agricultural development to erect a steel framed fodder and 
machinery store.  This is permitted development so will have 
been given permission regardless of any outsider views 
(note the PC had no notice of this item). There is no 
permission to keep livestock or store slurry.  Action Cllr 
Elson to check with Chris Elston whether there is the 
need for a further storage unit. 

3. S106 Dawsons Road update.  The original purchaser of the 
land fell through.  Andrew Large now have several 
prospective purchasers interested in buying the land. 

4. It was also noted the s106 lease has now been signed and 
the PC’s views have been taken into consideration, so that 
the PC will not be responsible for any maintenance or 
clearing of any ditches or for any ongoing costs. 
 

37/2015 Correspondence: 

 1. Brook clearance.  Cllr Buczkiewicz and Cllr Elson visited 
homeowners along the brook to remind them of their 
'Riparian ownership' responsibilities to maintain the hedges 



 

 

along the brook, however none of the homeowners were 
available.  Cllr Buczkiewicz has since received responses 
from all homeowners and the issue is now in hand.  Cllr 
Buczkiewicz also gave the homeowners the details of two 
potential contractors who would be able to carry out the 
required work to a high standard.  It was also noted that the 
hedge can only be cut after 1st September due to wildlife 
protection. 

2. It was noted that grass cutting along the brook has not been 
carried out, this is usually done by Leics CC.  There is also a 
tree growing out of the bank on the footpath side of the 
brook which needs to be removed.  Action Mrs Kozurek to 
contact Debbi Payne at LCC and lodge with them that it 
has not been done, and note that strimming needs to be 
done as far as the light poles. 

3. Midland Housing would like to carry out a survey of the 
villagers regarding affordable housing needs.  Action Mrs 
Kozurek to respond to say it is not required so there is 
no need to carry out a survey.  It was calculated there are 
already 7 council flats on Main Street, 4 council houses on 
Ashby Road and 5 council houses on Dawsons Road.  In 
addition to this there will be 3 low cost houses on the new 
Dawson’s Road development. 

4. A new local draft plan for planning policy purposes has been 
drafted by Ashby Council and is available for viewing.  Cllr 
Buczkiewicz confirmed that the PC has viewed it previously 
and needs no further consultation on it. 
 

 

38/2015 Cemetery Maintenance: 

 1. Action Mrs Kozurek to send a thank you note to Paul 
Stocks for renovating the Ivor Stock bench in the 
cemetery. 

2. The cemetery gate is to be painted by Paul Stocks. 
3. The Jubilee Oak planted in the cemetery has disappeared.  

As part of the urban tree planting scheme an Oak sapling 
can be sourced and planted at a cost of £22.50, of which the 
PC would pay 50%.  This would be a substantial size tree.  
Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed to pay £11.25 for the 50% cost of 
the oak sapling for the cemetery.  Cllr Fairlamb seconded.  
All voted unanimously. 

4. Mrs Kozurek confirmed the cemetery handover from the 
previous clerk is yet to be completed, as Mrs Clarke is 
working to get the files complete. 

  

39/2015 Phone box: 

 1. It was confirmed the phonebox is still in storage. 
2. Cllr Fairlamb looked into the cost of purchasing a renovated 

phonebox.  For the same style it would cost between £2500-



 

 

£4000 fully renovated, plus transport costs. 
3. It has been confirmed that the refurbishment can be carried 

out where the phonebox is currently being stored, and will 
be transported and put into its requested place.  The cost of 
refurbishment is around £1050, including all labour, 
materials and transportation. 

4. Chris Elston at NWLDC Planning has advised that 
permission is not needed for change of location or change of 
use as long as it is still used by the PC, although he did 
advise to check with Highways that they are happy with the 
chosen location.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to call Leics CC 
Highways to discuss location. 

5. Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed to spend c£1050 to get the 
phonebox refurbished, provided highways give permission to 
put it in place.  Cllr Webb seconded.  All voted unanimously. 

 

40/2015 Highways and Footpaths 

 No update or concerns raised. 
 

41/2015 Wesite and Village Voice 

 Mr David Marshall offered to take up the production of the Village 
Voice.  The Parish Council offered their thanks. 
 
Action Mrs Kozurek to send a letter to Mr Davidson to thank him 
for the several years hard work in producing the Village Voice. 

 

42/2015 Other Village Issues: 
1. It was noted by Mr David Marshall that the defibrillators near 

the Storey Arms and Harley Hall have nightlights on them.  
The unit on Ashby Road however does not and it relies on 
the surrounding streetlights.  Mr Marshall confirmed he is 
awaiting the receipt of a solar light and is hoping to get it 
installed promptly (funding from the independent defib 
account).  Mr Marshall also brought to the attention of the 
PC that there are pads due to expire at the end of December 
2015 and will need to be replaced.  Mr Marshall also 
confirmed that the units are being maintained on a regular 
basis, for which the PC expressed their gratitude. 

2. Cllr Buczkiewicz noted that the roof on the bus stop on 
Ashby Road is not in a good condition.  Action Cllr 
Buczkiewicz to speak to Mr Simms re-refurbishment 

3. Cllr Buczkiewicz queried the amount of rubbish being left at 
the top of Main Street, having received several enquiries 
about this.  Cllr Clarke responded that it seemed to have 
reduced recently, although there were reports of more 
having been dumped that same day.  Action Cllr Clarke to 
monitor the rubbish levels at the top of Main Street. 

4. It was noted that the Village Design Statement needs to be 
revised.  Once updated it needs to be sent to NWLDC 



 

 

Planning departments.  It was then noted however that the 
VDS is completely disregarded when it comes to planning 
decisions.  Action Cllr Webb to contact Wendy May at 
NWLDC to check the validity of the VDS and whether to 
pursue it further. 

 

43/2015 Date of next meeting, start 7pm:  
 
3rd Nov 2015 
12th January 2016 
10th May 2016  
 
 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 

 


