
 DRAFT 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 

TUESDAY 11th May 2010 

 
 Present: 

 Chairperson  Martin Buczkiewicz 

 Vice Chairperson Mike Inchley   

 Councillor  Fiona Davidson 

 Councillor   Simon Bishop 

 Councillor   Penny Freeman 

 

 Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council    Lynn Simms 

Police representative   PCSO Nicola Stanhope 

LCC Representative    Tony Bull 

Loughborough Gospel Hall Trust   David Abernethie + two colleagues 

Members of the public - 12 

 

01/2010 Apologies:  

 None 

 

02/2010 Police Speaker:  

 PCSO Nicola Stanhope presented the crime figures for 26th Jan 2010 to date: 

 1x burglary 

 1x damage at Stockyard 

 2x theft 

She also brought our attention to the following: 

 On 2nd June there is a skateboard event at Kegworth. 

 Various security devices are available from Coalville police station including clutch 

screws to prevent the removal of car number plates and window shock alarms that can 

also be fitted to external doors. Residents over the age of 60 may be entitled to a range 

of free security products. PCSO Stanhope to prepare a list of what is available.  

 The next Beat Surgery in Osgathorpe is on 10th September. A suggestion was made 

from the public that the police might like to mount a stand at the parish event at 

Osgathorpe Hall on 13th June. 

 

03/2010 Guest Speaker: 

 Tony Bull, Senior Technician, LCC presented the Council’s proposals to switch off selected 

street lights from midnight to 5am in order to save cost and improve the Council’s carbon 

footprint in line with Government targets. For Osgathorpe this will amount to 27 of the 39 

lights being ‘part lit’. There is a one month consultation period and details can be found at 

http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/highways/road_pathway_maintenance/street_lighting/lighting_s

cheme.htm . Comments can be addressed to tony.bull@leics.gov.uk or in writing to him at 

County Hall. There were no immediate adverse comment to the proposal; indeed there was a 

suggestion that it might be perfectly acceptable to turn all the lights off.  PCSO Stanhope was 

http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/highways/road_pathway_maintenance/street_lighting/lighting_scheme.htm
http://www.leics.gov.uk/index/highways/road_pathway_maintenance/street_lighting/lighting_scheme.htm
mailto:tony.bull@leics.gov.uk


not aware of any comments on the scheme from the police at this stage.  Clr Buczkiewicz 

expressed concern with the lack of lighting in parts of the village, in particular Main Street. Clr 

Inchley indicated that there had been some feedback from LCC in relation to this in response 

to the Parish Plan recommendations and should perhaps be dealt with separately. Clr Inchley 

also suggested he should ask David Davidson to use the e-mail network to draw people’s 

attention to the switch off scheme.  Clr Inchley to progress. 

 

04/2010 Guest Speaker: 

 David Abernethie (and two colleagues) presented their intended use of the former Stockyard 

night club and a background to their religious values (that can found at 

http://www.theexclusivebrethren.com ). On completion of contracts they intend to put in for 

planning permission to be able to bring the property back into use as a consecrated meeting 

place. The frequency of use is expected to be small, with a maximum of 400 people on site at 

any one time generally coming from the Loughborough, Nottingham and Derby directions. 

The facility will not be used for social events, hired out or used during anti social hours. There 

was general relief that this building is going to be refurbished. The Chairperson thanked them 

for coming to explain their plans. 

  

05/2010 Minutes of the Previous Meeting:   

 After perusing the minutes of the previous meeting the following amendments were noted: 

1. 61/2009 Change Gael to Gail 

 

The amended minutes were then subsequently proposed as a true and accurate by the 

Chairperson and seconded by Clr Bishop, with unanimous agreement. 

 

06/2010 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report:   

 The Clerk updated the meeting on outstanding issues: 

1. The brook has become very overgrown where it passes through Mr Allard’s field. The 

Clerk to approach Mr Allard to try to get it cleared. 

 

2. The phone box has now been adopted. Discussion took place with regard to 

maintenance issues, in particular, permission to gain access to the rear of the box. 

Maintenance to be included as an agenda item at next meeting. Phil Collin to 

approach house owner re-access. 

 

3. Flkr – no progress made. 

 

4.  Overgrown cherry tree in cemetery – not yet done 

 

5. Oiling of bench in cemetery – not yet done due to inclement weather conditions. 

 

6. Standing Orders – these had been circulated for consideration/comment at the previous 

meeting. No comments had been received. Clr Buczkiewicz proposed they be accepted, 

seconded by Clr Freeman. Passed unanimously. 

 

7. Risk Assessment – the document had been circulated for consideration/comment at the 

previous meeting. No comments had been received. Clr Davidson proposed they be 

accepted, seconded by Clr Freeman. Passed unanimously. 

 

07/2010 Neighbourhood Watch:   

 Mrs Clift was not present. It was agreed to review the situation on this issue at the next 

meeting. In the meantime, Clr Buczkiewicz to talk with Mrs Clift. 

 

http://www.theexclusivebrethren.com/


 

08/2010 Correspondence: 

 Clr Buczkiewicz advised that only one person had offered to take on the Clerk’s role and that 

was Mrs Inchley. He proposed her appointment should be agreed on a 1 year trial basis, 

seconded by Clr Bishop. Four in favour, 1 abstention, motion carried.  Clr Buczkiewicz to 

speak with Mrs Inchley. 

 

There were the following items of correspondence: 

1. There had been a request for the PC to pay £50 towards a concert in memory of David 

Taylor MP. All Councillors had been of the opinion that it was inappropriate to use 

taxpayer’s money for this purpose despite the valuable support the parish had received 

from him. 

 

2. A flyer from NWLDC advertising one off grants of £450 for clubs or groups. 

 

3. Letter from NWLDC advising that the 4th planning training session is to be held on 23rd 

June. 

 

4. Letter offering RCC membership for £35. After consideration it was decided not to 

take up this membership. 

 

09/2010 Cemetery Maintenance:   

 Seat needs treatment – Mr Phil Collin. 

Cherry tree needs pruning – Mrs Simms. 

Mr Collin provided the Clerk with a burial plan as requested. 

A discussion ensued with regard to the guidelines for headstones. Although the current 

guidelines specify the size and material type it does not preclude ‘outlandish’ designs. Clr 

Buczkiewicz to investigate. 

 

10/2010 Financial Matters:  

 The Clerk confirmed the following payments to be made:- 

1. The annual public liability and property insurance has increased but is still much less 

expensive than our provider prior to 2009. The need to include the phone box on the 

insurance was discussed and it was agreed to include it provided that did not increase 

the premium by more than £50.  

2. An invoice had been received for the administration of our Councillor election last 

year. The Clerk to investigate the payment schedule. 

3. £550 towards churchyard maintenance. 

 

 

 

11/2010 Planning Matters: 

 The change of use application for a field on Church Lane from agricultural to keeping of 

horses for recreational purposes etc. has been rejected. 

An e-mail subsequent to the meeting indicates that the application has been accepted with 

conditions. 

 

Concern was expressed by the Chairman that there had been no correspondence from NWLDC 

Planning which was unusual. Mr. Phillipson was of the opinion that NWLDC had given notice 

that they were no longer going to send out details of planning applications and it becomes the 

responsibility of the PC to maintain a check on the website.   Clr Buczkiewicz to check this 

out. 

  

12/2010 Parish Plan: 

 Clr Inchley apologised for the lack of progress with the VDS although the second draft has 



  
 

now been circulated to the working group members. Mr Davidson has suggested using ‘Track 

Changes’ on the document to make subsequent editing easier. However this may be dependent 

on all users having the same version of Word. 

 

As a result of the parish plan documentation being supplied to the RCC, Comments have now 

been received from LCC and NWLDC on some, but not all, of the service provider issues.  Clr 

Inchley will collate this information and circulate. 

 

Mr Phillipson asked the Chairman when the Parish Plan was to be published.  Clr Inchley 

responded that the Parish Plan had been published, the recommendations had been discussed 

and agreed and we are now following up on those recommendations. Mr Phillipson felt that 

our document was not of the form of other villages and also referred back to the initial work 

done by Mr Davidson.  Clr Inchley indicated that the VDS contains more historical and 

descriptive background. Clr Buczkiewicz to discuss with Clr Inchley. 

 

13/2010 Website &Village Voice 

 The Clerk indicated she would distribute the recent issue of the Village Voice. 

 

14/2010 Highways & Footpaths 

 Clr Davidson had received a complaint regarding the hedge becoming overgrown on the 

Snarrows beyond the sewage treatment works.  

 

Mr Harrison expressed concern about walking his dog on the footpath across the field adjacent 

to the B5324 and to the west of Dawsons Road because of the aggressive nature of the 

livestock. His contention is that the owner of the stock owes a duty of care to those using the 

path. 

Also relating to the same field it was noted that the steps leading down into the field off the 

B5324 have collapsed and need reinstating. The Clerk will e-mail NWLDC. 

 

The abutments of a bridge at or near the entrance to Osgathorpe Hall are becoming undercut 

and require attention. The Clerk will e-mail NWLDC after establishing the exact location. 

  

15/2010 Other Village Issues: 

 Mr Phillipson queried why the PC’s contribution to the church (agreed at the previous 

meeting) had not been paid. The Clerk to issue cheque. 

 

16/2010 Dates of Next Meetings:   

 6th July 2010 

31st August 2010 (changed from 7th September) 

9th November 2010 

25th January 2011 

 

 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................             Date ....................... 


