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Rachel stocks the new 

Community Library 

The Community Library is now open for 

business! Rachel Stone, who agreed to 

develop and run the old public telephone 

box as a library, has provided us with an 

incredible 

range of 

children’s 

books and 

books for 

adults 

covering 

many 

genres. 

The 

original 

red phone 

box was purchased by the Parish Council 

from British Telecom for £1. The 

traditional red box is widely considered to 

be a British cultural icon throughout the 

world and the Parish Council was 

determined to retain this one for 

Osgathorpe. David Stanley removed the 

phone box and stored it free of charge at 

Stordon Grange whilst refurbishment 

work was undertaken. Leics CC. were 

persuaded by the Parish Council to grant 

permission for the new location. Roger 

Carter of Carter Construction kindly 

agreed to lay the base for the telephone 

box in its new location opposite the Storey 

Arms as well as the base for a bench which 

was kindly donated anonymously by a 

parishioner. David Stanley kindly re-

placed the refurbished box and Barry 

Simms fitted the new shelving. You are 

welcome to visit 24/7, borrow a book and 

replace when read. Also, if you have any 

unwanted books in good condition, please 

add them to the shelves.   

Village crime update 

‘Hopefully there is now more awareness of 

the simple measures villagers can take to 

protect their property and together 

with increased CCTV cameras then these 

factors should have an impact on the 

number of burglaries within the village.’ 

reports Kevin Legg, lead for the 

Osgathorpe Neighbourhood Watch 

Scheme.  Village Voice (VV) 

understands that at least 13 properties 

have had CCTV cameras installed in since 

October 2017.  Part of this is credited to 

Stuart Irving who held village meetings at 

the end of 2017 to encourage use.  

There were 7, 4 and 6 burglaries in 
Osgathorpe in 2015, 16 and 17, 
respectively, but none have been reported 
since October 2017.  Whether this is due to 
greater awareness, the prominence of 
more security devices or simply good 
fortune remains to be seen, but let’s hope 
this trend continues. 

 
Fly tipping on the rise 

Regretfully there has been an increase of 
fly tipping within the village. If you come 
across any, you’ll find the "Report It" form 
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useful as it will allow you to pinpoint on a 
map exactly where the fly tip has 
occurred.  That ensures that the NWLDC 
Street Cleansing team can go directly to 
the fly tip and remove it. For more 
information please visit     
www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/report . 
 

Bough down 

The large tree in Breedon Lane cemetery 

was severely damaged in one of the recent 

storms when one of its main branches 

crashed to the ground filling the open area 

to the front of the cemetery with debris. 

Miraculously, not a single grave was 

touched!  The Parish Council have 

arranged clear-up and it has emerged that 

the entire tree will now have to be taken 

down since it is rotten to the core.  

See it – report it 

Recently Martin Cooke took a survey of 

signs around the village that had fallen 

down/broken/been damaged. His findings 

were reported to Leicestershire County 

Council by the Parish Council and action is 

in process. If you see anything around the 

village that needs reporting then contact 
customerservices@leics.gov.uk where a 

form is available to report items such as 

potholes, or damaged street lighting, 

signs, drains, fences, railings, footpaths, 

and bridleways. 

Storey Arms latest 

The Osgathorpe Community Pub group 

(OCPL) was set up to as a community co-

operative society to purchase the Storey 

Arms for the community to ensure it stays 

as a village asset.  Rob Whyard told VV 

that OCPL has had a recent discussion 

with the owner Phil Collin and has made a 

revised offer which he is now considering.  

If the offer is accepted and OCPL can 

progress with the purchase, it will want to 

reengage with the village by providing 

details on the purchase plan and to discuss 

the options on how it could be run in the 

future for the benefit of as many people in 

the village as possible. For more 

information about the aims of OCPL, how 

to contact OCPL if you have any 

questions, and news updates please see its 

website:  www.thestoreyarms.co.uk . 

News from St Mary’s 

‘Open Osgathorpe’ including 

‘Open Gardens’ 2018 

This summer, on 9th and 10th June, the 

church Osgathorpe Social & Fundraising 

Committee will be organising another 

‘Open Osgathorpe’ weekend. You are 

invited to open your gardens - big or small, 

wild or manicured, project or finished 

article. 

In addition to open gardens, the weekend 

will feature cream teas, a cake stall and an 

opportunity for you to sell (plants, 

refreshments or other produce) or 

advertise your local business. 

We plan to have a meeting for gardeners 

and helpers sometime in early March to 

talk through the arrangements, so if you 

are interested in opening your garden or 
helping out, please contact Nick 

Sydenham on 07711 314294 or email 

osgathorpevillage@gmail.com .  

Building work in the Church 

There was a lot of refurbishment activity in 

the church during 2017. The nave floor was 

repaired and, at last, we have water into 

the church (although currently, there is 

only a stop tap). The plan for this year is to 

install a servery and toilet. Nick Sydenham 

will keep you up-to-date with the progress 

of the work through the VV and church 

newsletter. 

Reverse Advent Calendar impact 

A big thank you to everyone who provided 

a box of food as part of the Osgathorpe 

Reverse Advent Calendar. We delivered 25 

(very heavy) boxes to Shepshed Foodbank 

on the Tuesday before Christmas. 

Foodbank staff were stunned by the 

generosity of people in our village. 

Joke of the Year competition 
Some absolute gems have flooded in 

again this month. For example: 

A young boy enters a barber shop and 

the barber whispers to his customer. 

‘This is the stupidest kid in the world. 

Watch while I prove it you.’ The barber 

puts a new pound coin in one hand and 

two 20p coins in the other, then calls 

the boy over and asks, ‘Which do you 

want, sonny?’ The boy takes the two 

20p coins and leaves. ‘What did I tell 

you?’ said the barber. ‘That kid is really 

stupid!’ Later, when the customer 

leaves, he sees the same young boy 

coming out of the ice cream shop. ‘Hey, 

son! May I ask you a question? Why did 

you take the 20p coins instead of the 

pound?’ The boy licked his cone and 

replied, ‘Because the day I take the 

pound, the game is over!’ 

Did you know? 
 

Scientists have recently got very 

excited about the so-called 

‘TRAPPIST’ planets circling a nearby 

star. One of them, TRAPPIST 1e, is 

thought to be earth-like and contain a 

lot of water.  But don’t think about 

getting there any time soon. Although 

only 39 light years away (almost next 

door compared to other stars in our 

galaxy) it would take the New 

Horizons space ship, the fastest ever 

launched from earth, and travelling at 

32,000 mph, 817,000 years to get 

there! 

 

The black hole, Sagittarius A, at the 

centre of our galaxy, the Milky Way, is 

much further away - 30,000 light 

years. It is also 4 million times more 

massive than our sun.   
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