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Remembrance Event Planning 2020 – COVID-19 
 

A number of Remembrance event organisers have contacted North West 
Leicestershire District Council to discuss their plans for their 2020 event in respect of 
any changes needed to be incorporated relating to COVID-19 .  To help organisers 
the district council has compiled this information to ensure events, are as a priority 
considering public safety and also to ensure there is consistent approach across the 
district which aims to support public messaging. 
 
Below we have set out what we consider good practice and what event organisers 
should try to avoid (based on current COVID-19 guidance).  This is accurate as of 
the date of publication (see footer, please note further updates may be released).   
 

 

Good practice 
 

 

Try to avoid 
 

Consider your choice of venue 

 

If your war memorial is small and it is 
difficult to support socially distancing 
measures, have you considered doing 
something different this year? 
 

 Could you hold your normal service in 
a large outside space (recreation 
ground, public park) in your 
town/village)? 

 
 
 
 
 

Indoor or small outdoor venues 

 Indoor spaces – if you are using an 
indoor setting, please ensure you 
are following current Government 
guidance. 

 

 Small outdoor spaces with one point 
of entrance/exit. 

 
If your war memorial is not able to support 
social distancing, your local community will 
understand that you might have to do 
things differently this year. 

 

Does your event normally involve a parade? 

 

To not hold a Remembrance Parade this 
year.  Parades attract large numbers of 
participants and also a large number of 
spectators.  Making a parade COVID 
compliant would be extremely difficult and 
managing the number of spectators virtually 
impossible. 
 
To support a districtwide approach and not 
hold a parade this year. 

Holding a parade. 

 

What will your event look like this year? 

 

Keep it simple. 
 
Ensure robust social distancing measures 
are in place (these should be detailed in 

Do not overcomplicate your event. 
 
A lengthy service. 
Do not hand out copies of your order of 
service out at the event. 
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your COVID specific risk assessment – see 
template link below). 
Start your event no sooner than 10.30am 
and look to conclude it by 11.15am at the 
latest. 
 
Send your event programme to attendees in 
advance (by email), so that they can print a 
copy of the programme off and bring their 
own copy with them. 
 
Your event is likely to be outside, it can be 
cold in November, and therefore keeping 
your event short will be a good idea if the 
weather is not good. 
 
Your risk assessment should include 
measures to mitigate against bad weather, 
such as slips, trips and falls if it is icy or 
snowing. 
 

Singing – avoid encouraging attendees to 
sing to your event, preferable do not 
include this in your programme. 
 
Avoid congregating after the event, 
encourage attendees to disperse quickly 
and avoid mingling with other attendees 
(this act could start to break the ‘rule of 
six’. 

 

Who is likely to attend your event? 

  

Could you deliver an ‘invitation only’ event 
this year? 
 

 Limiting the number of 
representatives from organisations 
will help to keep numbers at your 
event manageable. 

 

 It will be possible to put a ‘track and 
trace’ system in place for an invitation 
only event. 

 

 A small number of your community 
might still try to attend your event, if 
held in a large open space it will be 
easier to support those that might just 
turn up on the day. 

 

Unknown attendee numbers – this will put 
extra pressure on your event and could 
cause social distancing problems 

 

Laying of wreaths at your event 

 

Try to restrict the number of wreaths being 
laid (avoiding movement of people and 
interaction). 
 
Having advanced notice of who and how 
many wreaths will be laid will enable you to 

Failing to plan who and how many wreaths 
will be laid. 
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plan this part of the event, helping to move 
people safely. 
 
Lay your wreaths during your ‘act of 
remembrance’ service and relocate them to 
your war memorial later in the day. 
 
 

How will you communicate the planned changes this year? 

 

Most people will be anticipating that your 
Remembrance event will be different this 
year, and it is felt that they will be 
understanding of the decisions that you 
have taken. 
 
Ensuring that you communicate these 
changes will help to gain support from your 
communities. 
 
You might consider the following: 
 

 Encourage your community to 
observe the two minutes silence on 
Remembrance Sunday in their own 
home/garden. 

 

 Reassure your community that the 
Act of Remembrance will be 
observed in your town/village, 
however due to COVID-19 this year 
the ceremony will be undertaken by 
representatives of the community (to 
support social distancing and to keep 
everybody safe). 

 

 Film or live stream your event and 
encourage people to view the event 
from the safety of their own home 
with their family. 
 

 Take photos of your event and share 
them on your town/village social 
media and web pages. 

 

Advertising your event could bring 
unmanageable numbers to your event, 
creating social distancing problems and 
adverse comments from members of the 
public. 

 

What you can encourage others to do? 

 

Encourage households to take part in the 
two minutes silence. 
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Encourage residents to stand outside their 
households in their street alongside their 
neighbours, or in their garden on 
Remembrance Sunday at 11am to take part 
in the two minutes silence. 
 
Tune in to Remembrance coverage on the 
TV.  Relevant web links will be promoted on 
social media and to Remembrance event 
organisers to share with their communities 
nearer the time. 
 
Display a poppy in your window, front 
garden or similar. 
 
Look out for your local Remembrance 
service on line – advertise this in your local 
newsletter and social media channels. 
  
 

COVID safe measures 

 

Your event should complete a COVID risk assessment (see link to the template below), 
this will identify the COVID specific risks and the measures that you will be putting in 
place to mitigate against the risk.  When this has been done, please share this with the 
district council, using email: cultural.services@nwleicestershire.gov.uk  
 

 

Links to guidance 

COVID-19: outdoor events guidance 

https://www.local.gov.uk/covid-19-outdoor-events-guidance  

COVID-19: guidance for the safe use of places of worship during the pandemic 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-

places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-

use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july 

Health and Safety Executive - managing risks 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/index.htm 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/simple-health-safety/risk/risk-assessment-template-

2019.docx  
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