
 

 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 10th May 2016 

 
Present:  Cllr    Martin Buczkiewicz (Chair) 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr    Rosie Clarke 
 Cllr    Steve Webb 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb 

Also in attendance: 

 Seven members of the public and Richard Mugglestone of Midlands Rural 
Housing (Richard left the meeting after Item 4) 
 

Council Meeting:  

05/2016 Apologies: Clerk to the Council Nicola Kozurek 
 

06/2016 Police Speaker: 
1. The Police did not attend the meeting. No crimes were reported in 

March and the crime figures for April were not yet available. 
 

07/2016  Neighbourhood Watch: 
1. Nothing to report. Cllr Buczkiewicz advised that we still do not have a 

Neighbourhood Watch representative in the village and that it is 
important for us to find a volunteer. If anyone is willing to take on the 
role, or knows someone who is willing, please contact one of the 
Councillors. 
 

08/2016 Rural Housing Enabler: 
Richard Mugglestone of Midland Rural Housing (MRH) was 
introduced to the meeting. The Chair confirmed that Richard would 
provide a short presentation followed by the opportunity for public 
participation on the item immediately afterwards. 

 
The meeting heard that MRH work with Councils and rural 
communities to better understand a variety of housing needs, 
including affordable housing, in those communities. NWLDC have 
asked MRH to carry out a survey in Osgathorpe. The survey will be 
completed at no cost to the Parish and it will consist of an eight page 
survey with covering letter being issued to each household. The letter 
will invite the household to complete the survey and return it using a 
pre-paid envelope. 

 
The intent of the survey is to seek the views of people with a local 
connection to Osgathorpe and provide a report on the views shared. 
The PC will be provided with a copy of the report within the first 
quarter of the 2016/17 financial year. MRH considered that an up to 
date housing need report would be a powerful tool in the planning 
process. 

 
Questions were taken from the floor and Richard provided the 



 

 

following as clarification:- 
1. The survey is focused on new housing not on existing housing 

stock. 
2. The survey will not be used to give people connected to the 

village priority to council houses that may become available in 
the village. 

3. The planning permissions associated with developments on 
Dawsons Road and Main Street will be taken in to account in 
the report. 

4. The survey will be issued to the PC for comment before the 
report is in the public domain. 

5. It is a statutory duty of the District Council to ensure that the 
survey is carried out. 

6. A previous survey was carried out in 2005. 
7. A return rate between 25% and 45% is normal but a return 

rate as low as 9% would be acceptable to MRH. 
8. Housing Associations are unlikely to become involved in the 

three affordable houses that are currently planned for 
Dawsons Road. 

 
Richard agreed to issue an example survey to Cllr Buczkiewicz and 
confirmed that the survey would be issued in June 2016. Action: 
Richard Mugglestone to issue draft survey. 
 

09/2016 Public Participation: 
The Chair sought, and encouraged, participation from the floor: 
 

1. The provision of horse warning signs on Church Lane, through to 
Grace Dieu Lane, was discussed and the PC were requested to 
contact LCC Highways about the provision of suitable signs. Cllr 
Buczkiewicz will log the request with the highways department. 
Cllr Buczkiewicz also confirmed that individuals could contact 
LCC directly if they wished to make similar requests. Action: Cllr 
Buczkiewicz to contact LCC 

2. An update to the PC website, to reflect a change of District 
Councillor from David Stephenson to Russell Boam, was 
requested. The website will be updated. Action: Cllr 
Buczkiewicz to arrange for website to be updated 

3. A blocked gulley, at the junction of Dawsons Road and Church 
Lane, was raised. The gulley will be reported to LCC Highways. 
Action: Cllr Buczkiewicz to contact LCC 

4. A request was made for further details of all of the ideas 
submitted for the £100k S106 monies to be made available 
together with details of any decisions made on supporting those 
ideas. The Chair confirmed that there was an item included on the 
agenda to allow the PC to report back on the allocation process 
and that only two submissions had been received. One was 
submitted electronically by the OCPL before the closing date of 
31st December 2015 and one was submitted by hand on behalf of 
St Mary’s Church after the closing date. Details of both 
submissions will be made available on the PC website. Action: 
Cllr Buczkiewicz to arrange for submissions to be available 
on the website 

5. The PC had previously requested that individuals seek to obtain 



 

 

the PC responses to planning applications directly from NWLDC 
rather than through the PC Clerk. It was reported that NWLDC 
only make these available to view at their offices and 
consequently the PC were asked to reconsider individuals 
obtaining the responses directly from the Clerk. 

6. A meeting had been held between the PC and the developer for 
Dawsons Road, Chevin Homes. A meeting had also been held 
between Mr Phillipson/Mr Bate and Chevin Homes. The primary 
focus for the former was the provision of a play area and for the 
latter was the impact of site drainage on the existing drainage 
systems. 

a. The PC had, in line with options in the S106 agreement, 
discussed taking over and maintaining the play area for an 
appropriate commuted sum. The merit of this approach 
was questioned because one of the other options in the 
S106 agreement is for the developer to maintain the area 
at their cost in perpetuity. 

b. The drainage of the site and any impact on the existing 
ditches in Dawsons Road had been discussed during the 
second meeting with Chevin Homes and the PC were 
asked to engage with Chevin Homes over their drainage 
proposals for the site. 

7. A brief update on the offer made by the OCPL to buy the Storey 
Arms was requested. A summary of the current position was 
provided:- 

a. An offer has been made to Mr Collin and it has not been 
accepted 

b. An offer has also been made to the Administrator 
c. The Administrator is in discussions with Mr Collin. 

8. It was reported that the minutes have been posted on the village 
notice boards in the locked Perspex section. This had the benefit 
of ensuring that they remained on the notice board but had the 
disadvantage that only the front sheet could be read on the board. 
It was suggested that two copies be posted on each of the village 
notice boards, one in the locked section and one in the open 
section. This would enable the full minutes to be read at the 
boards but would, of course, increase the risk that they may be 
removed from the open section. The minutes are widely available 
on the website. Action: Mrs  Kozurek to post minutes of 
meetings on the locked and open side of the notice board. 

9. At the previous meeting a request had been made to move the 
item for public participation to the end of the agenda rather than 
near to the beginning. As a result of this feedback Cllr Webb 
proposed this amendment for future meetings. This was 
seconded by Cllr Buczkiewicz and passed unanimously. 

 

10/2016 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 1. After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy and 
being a true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the 
minutes as a true and accurate representation of the meeting, 
seconded by Cllr Webb.  Four votes were in favour with one 
abstention from Cllr Clarke who was not at the meeting. 

 

 



 

 

11/2016 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  
progress report:  

 
 
 

 

 
Cllr Buczkiewicz provided an update on actions from the previous 
minutes.  

 
Matters Arising. 
1. A discount scheme with local businesses and the 129 bus 

company is being discussed. Action: Cllr Clarke to follow up at 
next 129 bus meeting 

2. Cemetery gates to be painted.  Paul Stocks has agreed to do this 
during a period of appropriate weather. 

3. The tree growing out of the bank of the brook has been removed. 
4. The meeting actions will be updated in July. Action: Mrs Kozurek 

to update the action list. 

 

12/2016 Financial Matters: 

 

 
Cllr Buczkiewicz provided a financial update: 
  
1. A number of cheques were agreed and signed: 
 

a. A cheque for £2659.20 has previously been agreed and 
signed. This will be taken from the £200k available for the 
Storey Arms and the PC can reclaim £400 VAT  

b. Harley Hall Hire £20 
c. Clerk half year salary £560 
d. LRALC subscription fee £168.87 
e. Internal Auditor £75 
f. Community First Trading for Insurance £300 

2. Transparency code 
a. Internal audit has been completed. Cllr Buczkiewicz 

proposed the audit be accepted, Cllr Elson seconded. 
Passed unanimously. Cllr Buczkiewicz signed and dated 
the audit form. 

b. A copy of this minute is to be issued to the Auditor. Action: 
Mrs Kozurek to issue the minute to the Auditor 

3. Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed that Cllr Webb and Cllr Fairlamb are 
added to the HSBC cheque signatory records. Seconded by Cllr 
Clarke. Passed unanimously. 

4. The Chair confirmed that the precept figure proposed to NWLDC 
for 2016/17 was slightly lower than the previous year's and had 
been accepted and that half year's monies had been received. He 
also reported that Osgathorpe precept is the second lowest of any 
parish in NWLDC. Worthington has the lowest precept. 

 

13/2016 Planning Matters:  

 
 

1. Planning Decisions:  
a. 1 Cottage Farm - planning granted. 
b. Manor House Farm, 4 Church Lane – planning granted. 
c. Hillcrest Research centre Flagpole – planning granted 
d. Farm View, Snarrows Road – planning granted 

2. Planning Responses: 
a. Dawsons Road development - response submitted 
b. Top of Main Street resubmission - response submitted and Cllr 



 

 

Buczkiewicz attended the Planning Committee to object. Planning 
was granted by the Committee. 

c. Land adjacent to 29 Main Street - response submitted. Cllr 
Fairlamb and Mr Whyard attended the Planning Committee to 
object. Planning was granted by the Committee. 

d. Land adjacent to the Snarrows 16/00057/FUL - response position 
was unclear at the meeting. Post meeting note: Cllr Buczkiewicz 
confirmed that the response to this planning application was 
submitted by the Clerk on 21st February 2016. NWLDC confirmed 
receipt. 

3. Dawsons Road Housing Update:  
a. Farm Business Tenancy (FBT). Cllr Elson confirmed an FBT is 

in place and the land will be maintained, hedges trimmed etc in 
line with the agreement. 

b. Process for allocating the £100k s106monies. Cllr Fairlamb 
described the process that had been developed to assess and 
compare the variety of ideas anticipated to be received by 31 
December. The criteria and process were developed before the 
closing date and, in the event, only one idea was received prior to 
the closing date from the OCPL.  One from the PCC was received 
in January, after the closing date. The process evaluated the 
ideas against a set of agreed criteria including amenity value and 
sustainability. From an initial set of twenty seven questions 
Councillors had voted on their suitability and a final set of ten 
questions were shortlisted for use. The ideas were then scored 
against these criteria and assessed on their relative merits. This 
output, together with any financial information that was provided, 
was used to allocate a potential proportion of the £100k to each of 
the two idea. The outcome was shared with, and endorsed by, 
NWLDC and the decision reached by the PC was to allocate a 
potential £95k to the OCPL idea and £5k to the PCC idea. A more 
detailed breakdown of the criteria and potential allocation will be 
provided on the PC website. Action: Cllr Fairlamb to arrange 
for details to be available on the website. 

 

14/2016 Correspondence: 

 1. Cllr Clarke advised of a dog fight that had broken out near to 82 Main 
Street. Two dogs were involved in the fight. The Police and Dog 
Control had been informed and involved in resolving the incident. The 
Police had asked the owners of one of the dogs to pay for the vet’s 
bill incurred by the owners of the dog that it had attacked. The dog 
that was the aggressor is still living in the property and Cllr 
Buczkiewicz agreed to contact the Dog Warden to understand how 
the matter is being managed. Action: Cllr Buczkiewicz to contact 
the Dog Warden 

2. Grasscutting is being carried out by LCC and the first cut took place 
on 18th April. 

3. The 129 bus continues to serve the village with nothing further to 
report to this meeting. 

4. The Chair advised that there was an Electoral Review of 
Leicestershire Boundaries being carried out. The Commission 
published their final recommendations in April and they are now 
subject to parliamentary approval. 

5. The Chair advised that the PC had recently been requested to identify 



 

 

Local Heritage Assets within the village. All of our Heritage Assets 
had been identified and included in our response. 

6. Feedback on the poor condition of the stiles in Jubilee Wood had 
been received and passed on. The stiles have been removed. 

7. A letter had been received from Max Clift who recently moved away 
from the village. In the letter Max praised the PC for the work that it 
carries out on behalf of the village. 

8. The Chair advised of a recent invitation from NWLDC to meetings on 
'Why a caravan not a house? - an insight into the gypsy traveller way 
of life'. The meetings are on 17 June at 9am and 1.30pm at the 
Marlene Reid Centre, Coalville. Parishioners may wish to attend. 
 

15/2016 Cemetery Maintenance: 

 1. The Chair advised of recent feedback received that the Cemetery is 
well maintained. In addition, the graves had recently been mapped by 
Mrs Lisa Clarke and this mapping exercise is almost complete. 
 

16/2016 Phone box and Maintenance: 

 1. The phone box location agreed with LCC Highways has been 
discussed with the residents in the cul de sac opposite the Storey 
Arms. Cllr Buczkiewicz had visited all but one household to gain their 
buy in to the proposed location. A visit is planned to the one 
remaining household. Action: Cllr Buczkiewicz to make final visit to 
residents to discuss phone box location. 

 

17/2016 Highways and Footpaths 

 1. The stiles in poor condition were discussed under Section 13/2016, 
Item 6. 

2. The Chair confirmed that the need to grit Snarrows Lane in the winter 
months and the issues with excessive water run-off have been 
reported to LCC Highways. 

3. The Chair confirmed that the road signs on the B5324 that have come 
down have been reported to LCC Highways. 

4. The Chair confirmed that the blocked gullies on Main Street (near 
Storey Arms) had been reported to LCC Highways. LCC had visited 
the location and met with Mrs Bishop and Cllr Fairlamb. The culvert 
under Meadow Lane had also been inspected by CCTV and jetted to 
clear it of debris that had caused a blockage to the culvert. An update 
on LCC progress in unblocking gullies would be sought when 
reporting the blocked gulley at the junction of Dawsons Road and 
Church Lane. Action: Cllr Buczkiewicz to contact LCC for an 
update. The Chair reminded all present that any concerns should be 
reported directly to LLC Highways via their website 
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel. LCC will log all contacts 
and provide updates on actions taken. 

5. The repairs to the Ashby Road bus shelter roof and the Perspex 
window in the bus shelter on Dawsons Road will be progressed with 
Paul Stock. Action: Cllr Buczkiewicz to discuss timings of these 
repairs with Paul Stock. 

 
18/2016 Website and Village Voice 

 1. The Chair advised that the existing website provider is being 
withdrawn by NWLDC from end of August. A new provider is being 
sought and the Transparency Fund has recently confirmed that they 

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel


 

 

will fund the costs associated with the new provider.  
 

19/2016 Other Village Issues: 
1. The Chair advised that the PC is still seeking a volunteer to manage 

the NatureSpot website. If anyone would like to volunteer, or knows 
someone who is interested in volunteering, please contact one of the 
Councillors. 

2. The Chair advised that LCC have issued a notice that the village 
roads are to be tarred and chipped. The original date on the notice 
was a Tuesday, which clashes with refuse collection in the village. 
NWLDC have advised Cllr Buczkiewicz that refuse will be collected as 
normal while these works are being carried out. 

3. The Chair advised that a medal has been produced to help 
commemorate the Queens 90th Birthday celebrations. The PC has 
purchased medals (£1.99 each) and will distribute a medal to every 
person resident in the village who is under the age of eighteen. The 
funding was from an existing Youth Club account. One of the medals 
was circulated around those present at the meeting. 
 

20/2016 Dates of next meetings, start 7pm:  
 
The dates for the 2016/17 meetings have been circulated around the 
Councillors. The dates for the meetings are: 5th July 2016, 6th September 
2016, 1st November 2016, 10th January 2017 and 9th May 2017 were 
proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz and seconded by Cllr Elson. All voted 
unanimously. 
 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


