
 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 7th November 2017 

 
Present:  Cllr    Martin Buczkiewicz (Chair) 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice chair) 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb 
 Cllr    Rosie Clarke 

Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council Nicola Kozurek 
Two members of the public 
Andrew Wallace of NWLDC 
PC Nicola Russell 

Council Meeting:  

52/2017 Apologies: Cllr Steve Webb 

53/2017 Andrew Wallace – Principal Housing Management Team Leader 

• Mr Wallace gave an overview of his team, which included the news 
that Polly Page (housing officer for Osgathorpe) has moved role and 
the housing officer for Osgathorpe is now Kirit Patel.  Cllr Clarke 
requested that residents are able to meet with Kirit to improve 
communication between the residents and the council.  Action 
Andrew Wallace to send a letter to residents to advise of the 
change to housing officer.  Action Kirit Patel to liaise with PC 
Underwood and PC Russell to arrange to visit the residents 
together. 

• Mr Wallace also explained that there is now a dedicated Housing 
Officer for Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB).  Any issues should be 
reported to Michaela Cort.  This has been in place for approximately 
6 weeks and NWL have received positive feedback from the way it is 
working.  Within Osgathorpe there are currently 2 live cases of ASB, 
with no new cases since the summer, both cases relate to the flats on 
Main Street.  One case is going through Enforcement Action with the 
end result of the perpetrator no longer being a resident.  One live 
case is still open.  Mr Wallace stressed it is important that any 
information is passed to NWL as they have the powers to take swift 
action if necessary. 

 

54/2017 Police Speaker: 

• PC Nicola Russell attended the meeting and gave an update.  There 
have been 2x cases of burglary, with cash taken and the property 
ransacked. 

• Cllr Fairlamb gave an update on the meeting that was held regarding 
CCTV systems, there are around 30 households interested. 

• PC Nicola Russell noted that garages and vans are being targeted for 
burglaries as thieves are looking for tools.  The police are now 
handing out PIR alarms to previous victims and trying to educate 
people, for example to leave lights on.  Burglaries appear to be 
happening when people are away so houses may be being watched.  
It was also noted that burglaries seem to increase around the 
Christmas season.  The next beat surgery is at Belton convenience 
store on 9th December. 

• Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked the Police and Cllrs who attended the beat 



 
bus at the Storey Arms. 

 

55/2017  Neighbourhood Watch: 
Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed there are now 9 people on the NHW email 
distribution list.  Cllr Buczkiewicz noted that on 30th October he received a 
letter from Lord Willy Bach in response to his letter regarding policing in rural 
areas.  The response noted there has been a reduction in funding and police 
numbers. 
 
Andrew Wallace advised that NWLDC now has a set of CCTV cameras for 
lampposts which can be placed in high vulnerability areas for however long it 
is needed.  There is 1 unit for the area, consisting of 3 cameras pointing out 
and 1 facing down.  Cllr Buczkiewicz put the request in immediately for the 
camera system to be installed at the top of Main Street. 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz also noted that lighting in the village goes off at midnight. 
However, evidence shows that most burglaries happen between 6.30pm-
8.30pm when people are out, rather than when the streetlights are out. 
 

56/2017 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy and being a 
true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the minutes as a 
true and accurate representation of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Elson.  
Cllr Clarke abstained from voting as she was not present at the previous 
meeting.  Voting was unanimous.. 

 
57/2017 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  

progress report:  

 
 
 

 

Mrs Kozurek provided an update on actions from the previous minutes.  
Matters Arising. 
1. Speed awareness stickers for wheelie bins, quote sourced from 

Cllr Webb of £250 for 200 stickers, so it was decided this is not 
something to pursue further. 

2. Cemetery sign to be cleaned and sealed by Cllr Elson is in 
progress. 

3. 50 beech saplings ordered for the cemetery have been received.  
Action Cllr Fairlamb to plant them. 
 

58/2017 Financial Matters: 

 

 
1. A number of cheques were agreed: proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz, 

seconded by Cllr Fairlamb, approved unanimously, then signed: 
a. Harley Hall £20 for the September meeting 
b. Clerk half year salary £616 
c. M Buczkiewicz £437 for bench near telephone box 
d. M Fairlamb £81.93 for thank you gifts for phonebox 

renovations 
e. R Knowles £1395 for phonebox renovations and materials 

2. 2nd half of precept received from NWLDC of £1982.50 
3. Precept for 2018/19 – Mrs Kozurek to present the proposed 

precept requirements at the January 2018 meeting. 
4. Insurance already covers the phonebox.  There are 2 benches 

insured for a total sum of £2,496 which is too high.  Action Mrs 
Kozurek to ensure there are 4 benches covered for £500 
each. 

5. Cllr Buczkiewicz noted that an anonymous donor has pledged 
£1000 to the Parish Council to spend on various items for the 



 
village.  This has paid for the bench next to the telephone box, 
and will hopefully be used towards cutting back the hedge at the 
back of the jitty, along with purchasing an additional piece of 
equipment for the children’s play area on Dawson’s Road. 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz noted David and Ian Stanley removed and stored 
the phonebox for 3 years and replaced it back in place.  Carter 
Construction will be laying the base and placing the bench in due 
course. 

59/2017 Planning Matters:  

 
 

Planning Responses Submitted: (available to view on the 
website) 

a. 34 Main Street, felling of 1 damson tree, since retracted. 
b. Site off Snarrows Road – 2 new build properties 
c. Breedon Brand Farm – extension to existing property 
d. St Mary’s Church – installing a handrail 

Planning Decisions: 
a. 45 Dawsons Road – planning granted 
b. 4 Ashby Road – planning granted 

 
Church Lane Rejected Planning – Appeal 
Further representations need to be submitted by 30th November.  Action Mrs 
Kozurek to re-submit the Parish Council’s previous response 

60/2017 Correspondence: 

 1. Dawsons Road play area.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to arrange a 
meeting with Dan Stack to discuss the issues raised.  He also 
confirmed the Parish Council will not take ownership of the play area 
until we are satisfied with it, at which point Carter Homes have to pay 
the Parish Council a further £3500 towards the ongoing maintenance 
of it. 

2. Data Protection officer – Mrs Kozurek has investigated the Parish 
Council’s position within the Data Protection Act.  Under the current 
rules the Parish Council is exempt from having to register and pay the 
fee.  As of 25th May 2018 the new “General Data Protection 
Regulation” comes into effect.  There will no longer be a requirement 
to register, but a fee will still need to be paid if applicable.  It appears 
there will be exemptions but they are yet to be confirmed, however it 
is expected they will be similar to the current rules.  Action Mrs 
Kozurek to monitor the situation. 

 

61/2017 Cemetery Maintenance: 

 1. Cllr Buczkiewicz noted the cemetery is looking tidy, the beech hedge 
is growing well and the benches are looking in good condition.  The 
Oak tree stem was snapped so we need to monitor how this grows. 

 

62/2017 Phone box and Maintenance: 

 1. Cllr Buczkiewicz noted the phone box is now in place.  The siting of 
the bench has been agreed and is waiting to be installed.  A flyer will 
be sent out regarding setting up the library and putting any spare 
books towards stocking it. 

2. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to let Tony Glover at highways know 
once the bench is in place. 

3. Cllr Buczkiewicz has received two comments around the phonebox 
positioning – the phonebox has been carefully positioned to avoid the 
door opening onto the footpath, or opening towards the road which 
would be dangerous for any children who may run out of the door and 



 
towards the road.  These were conditions set out by Leics CC.  
Otherwise, many positive comments have been received. 
 

63/2017 Highways and Footpaths 

 1. Cllr Elson noted the hedge along the brook has been cut. 
2. Cllr Buczkiewicz noted there was a lorry fire at the end of Snarrows 

Road, it was travelling along the A512 and caught fire.  Action Mrs 
Kozurek to contact highways to request the road to be cleared. 

64/2017 Website and Village Voice 

 The next copy of the village voice will be distributed shortly.  Update post 
meeting – this has now been distributed around the village. 
 

65/2017 Other Village Issues: 
1. The 129 bus service – Cllr Clarke noted there are only 5 months left 

until the end of the Community Bus Partnership 
 

66/2017 Public Participation: 

 Nothing noted. 
 

67/2017 Dates of next meeting, start 7pm:  
16th January, 1st May 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 


