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Osgathorpe crime update 
 
Kevin Legg, lead for the Osgathorpe  

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme , reports 

that although in 2018 we saw a significant 

reduction in Osgathorpe crime, there 

have already been 3 separate incidents in 

2019: a household burglary, theft from a 

locked garage and an attempted break-in 

at some out-buildings – all took place in 

Chapel Lane. So please remember to: 

• Lock your doors, windows, garages and 

gates - and if you have a security alarm 

– use it! 

• Use automatic timers to turn on lights 

and install security lighting and CCTV. 

• Don’t advertise on social media you are 

going away - but let a trusted neighbour 

know.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact Kevin if 

you need any more advice on ways to 

keep your property safe. 

Separately, following the recent theft of 

lead from churches in Belton and 

Diseworth, Kevin is asking for Osgathorpe 

residents who live near to or pass by 

Osgathorpe Church be extra vigilant.  

Residents can report any 

suspicious activity to Leicestershire Police 

on 101. Please call 999 if a crime is in 

progress or has just taken place. 

Our Parish Council Elections 
 
Every four years there is an opportunity to 

play an essential role in the life of the 

village by being a member of the Parish 

Council. Your Parish Council works on 

your behalf for the good of this 

community where it: 

• Represents the community at a variety 

of levels and various meetings 

• Gives views on behalf of the community 

on planning applications and other 

proposals that affect the parish 

• Works in partnership with other bodies 

to achieve benefits for the parish 

• Alerts relevant authorities to problems 

that arise or work that needs to be 

undertaken in the parish. 

Duties include: 

• Maintaining and overseeing the 

cemetery in Breedon Lane, including 

burials 

• Maintaining the bus shelters and parish 

benches 

• Maintaining the Community Library, 

phone box and defibrillators 

• Setting the annual precept (collected to 

pay, for example, the salary of the 

Parish Clerk, insurance of parish assets, 

cemetery maintenance, churchyard 

mowing, the audit and the hire of the 

Harley Hall for Parish Council 

meetings). You will already have 

received your Council Tax Demand 

Notice for 2019/2020: but did you notice 

that, despite an overall annual increase 

of 4.5% on the bill, the amount 

collected for Osgathorpe has decreased 

by 1.1%? 

This year, there will be an unopposed 

election in Osgathorpe according to 

North West Leicestershire District 

Council. Three candidates were successful 

in their application to become a member 

of the Parish Council for the next 4 years: 

Martin Buczkiewicz, Jim Elson and Mike 

Fairlamb. In the coming months the 

Parish Council will be co-opting two 

more members.  Did you know that this 

May marks the 20th successive year that 

Martin Buczkiewicz has been Chairperson 

of the Parish Council (Hoorah! Ed.). The 
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next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 

7th May at 7pm in the Harley Hall. 

Annual Litter Pick 

Despite the early morning snow on 

Sunday 10th March, a gallant 24 people 

turned out to collect up rubbish that had 

been irresponsibly thrown in the 

hedgerows and byways of the village in 

the annual village litter pick, organised 

and supported by your Parish Council. 

North West Leicestershire District Council 

provided all the equipment required and 

arranged for the rubbish to be collected. 

Lisa Clarke, the Parish Clerk, organised 

the areas to be covered by the groups of 

litter pickers and members of the Parish 

Council participated in the annual 

collection. The photograph shows some 

of those who participated, to whom the 

village owes a big ‘thank you’ for making 

the village a tidier place for us all to live in. 

The photo does not show the total 

amount of rubbish collected: Jim Elson’s 

pick up was full to the brim to add to the 

amount shown. A huge thanks to all the 

participants…and next year, please try to 

join us. 

Police Changes 

PC Jason Underwood has moved from his 

job as lead of the Police Community Beat 

Team to take up a post at East Midlands 

Airport. The Parish Council would like to 

welcome PC Steve Harrison, who has 

taken over the role. If you wish to contact 

PC Harrison about any matters, his email 

is: 

steve.harrison@leicestershire.pnn.police.

uk  

Still speeding in the 

Snarrows 

We’d be so grateful if motorists would 

drive slowly and take care when driving 

along the Snarrows. People are often out 

walking along there, horses regularly use 

the road and there are kittens in the 

smallholding along the way: speeding 

motorists are a danger to all these.  As 

you will know if you drive along there on a 

regular basis, some vehicles travel far too 

fast considering that there are numerous 

bends and narrow sections of road. Please 

slow down! 

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S 

Easter Egg Treasure Hunt 

For Easter Day morning (Sunday 21 April), 

we are organising a Family Easter Egg 

Treasure Hunt in the village. You will need 

to solve clues which will be dotted around 

the village, with a chocolate egg at the 

end  

for every child and a glass of something 

for every adult. Entry is free for all 

Osgathorpe residents (adults, children 

and dogs). The Treasure Hunt starts 

inside the church between 11 and 11.30am 

on Easter Sunday. 

Ockbrook Big Band at 

Osgathorpe Hall 

Late last year we sent out an email 

questionnaire asking Osgathorpe 

residents what sort of social events they 

would like to see the Social & Fundraising 

Committee arrange in 2019. The most 

popular response was to get the 

Ockbrook Big Band back to the village for 

another performance (they last played a 

fantastic show here in 2004).  

They will be bringing their 16-piece band 

to Osgathorpe Hall on Saturday 17th 

August 2019 to play some classic big 

band hits. Whilst details of the evening 

are being finalised, the evening will have a 

1940s theme. Put the date in your diary 

now, as it will be a night not to be missed. 

Reverse advent calendar 

thanks 

Nick Sydenham received a lovely 

message from Steph Smith, Chairperson 

of the Shepshed Foodbank thanking 

Osgathorpe for its generous donations  

‘Dear Nick, on behalf of everyone at 

Shepshed Foodbank, I should like to 

thank you for organising the collection of 

hampers from Osgathorpe before Xmas. 

The amount of food collected was 

fantastic and certainly helped to replenish 

our shelves. Please pass on our sincere 

thanks to everyone’. 

Easter Service in Osgathorpe 

Church 

This year’s Easter Day service is in St 

Mary’s church at 9am on Easter Sunday 

(21st April). 

Joke of the Year 

competition 

• I hate it when people ask me what I’m 
going to be doing next year – I don’t 
have 2020 vision. 

• I was watching the London Marathon 
and saw one runner dressed as a 
chicken and another runner dressed 
as an egg. I thought: ‘This could be 
interesting’. 

• I used to be addicted to swimming but 
I’m very proud to say I’ve been dry for 
six years. 

• I started a band called ‘999 
Megabytes’ but we still haven’t got a 
gig. 

• Time flies like an arrow, fruit flies like 
a banana. 

• What’s orange and sounds like a 
parrot? A carrot. 

Thought for the Day 

‘By three methods we may learn wisdom: 
First, by reflection, which is noblest; 

Second, by imitation, which is easiest; 
Third by experience, which is bitterest.’ 

 
Confucius 

Chinese philosopher, 5th Century BC  
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