
 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 

TUESDAY 2nd November 2010 

 
Present: Chairperson  Martin Buczkiewicz 

 Vice Chairperson Mike Inchley   

 Councillor   Penny Freeman 

 

Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council Lisa Clarke 

4 members of the public 

45/2010 Apologies: Councillor Fiona Davidson 

       Councillor Simon Bishop 

                   PC Jason Underwood 

  

 

46/2010 Police Speaker: PCSO Nicola Stanhope 

 Sept – 1 theft – metal covers taken from the telephone exchange. 2 covers taken but 

all 6 had to be replaced. 

Oct – 1 theft – metals items taken from a farm in Osgathorpe. 

Lots of metal items and garden ornaments have been taken in Kegworth. 

PCSO Stanhope advised everyone to be extra vigilant and keep everything out of 

sight, including garden furniture. 

Next years meeting to discuss Beat Priorities in Osgathorpe will be held in the 

evening 6 – 8pm at the Storey Arms car park. A Thursday evening was suggested, 

as the pub was generally quite busy at this time. Once the posters have been printed 

dates will be circulated. 

 

47/2010 Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  

 After perusing the minutes of the previous meeting the following amendments were 

noted: 

Pg 2, line 11 “who” changed to “how” 

 

48/2010 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report:  

 The Clerk updated the meeting on outstanding issues: 

35/2010 Website Headers – Website is being reviewed but headers will not be 

changed. Dawson Road drains – no heavy rain observed. Flkr – needs to be 

progressed: Cllr Buczkiewicz will see Mr Sydenham at the Bonfire. Burial Book 

– ongoing, Mr Davidson and Mrs Simms not present. 

37/2010 Planning Matters – Mr Elston has responded to a letter from Cllr 

Buczkiewicz, to be discussed under correspondence. Vibrant Village Grant 

programme passed to Mr Phillipson by Cllr Buczkiewicz. Phone box maintenance 

will be dealt with under a separate agenda item. 

Clerks Progress report: 

 Accounts have not yet been given to Mrs Clarke, although they have been 

passed and returned from the auditor. Mr Phillipson asked where will they 

go on the website? Mrs Clarke to discuss with Tim Heeley. 



 

 Beat Prioritises have been set for Kegworth, Mrs Clarke attended the 

meeting on 5th Oct. The matter of traffic speed on the Ashby Rd was 

highlighted at the meeting. PC Underwood to request a speed survey. 

 The lighting initiative has been implemented and streetlights in Osgathorpe 

are now off between midnight and 6am. 

 

49/2010 Neighbourhood Watch:   

 

 

Nothing to report 

50/2010 Correspondence: 

 

 
 Letter from Mr Elston Re: Planning applications. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz read out the letter to all present. Cllr Buczkiewicz has no intention 

of meeting with Mr Elston in private and will respond inviting Mr Elston to the next 

meeting dated 25th January 2011. Cllr Buczkiewicz commented that we have 

examples of planning issues affecting the village and these should be discussed in a 

public forum. Cllr Inchley confirmed that this was correct and had been discussed at 

a planning training day. 

 

Mr Phillipson suggested that planning office responses should be categorised. 

1. No comment 

2. Objections overruled 

3. Objections agreed with 

4. Recommendations 

 

In relation to the Allard farm application, Mr Phillipson commented that the least 

the Planning Office could have done was called to say it was permitted 

development. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz commented that the website indicates a site meeting took place 

and the building would be obscured by trees. 

Mr Phillipson asked Cllr Buczkiewicz to remind Mr Elston that a promise had 

been made to retrospectively analyse applications to see if there was a trend. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed a letter and invitation to the meeting on the 25th 

January is sent to Mr Elston. 

Cllr Inchley seconded the proposal. 

 Note that the Bonfire will be held on Friday 5th not the Saturday as usual, 

contributions to be in by 4pm on Friday. 

 Letter from Andrew Bridgen MP – asking PC to promote the bus service 

now that it has been saved. Cllr Buczkiewicz to ask Mr Davidson to put it 

in the Village Voice. 

 Pride – distraction alarms for the elderly, asking for contributions. 

Osgathorpe PC has not contributed in the past. It was agreed not to 

contribute at this time. 

 Draft Consultation Transport Plan – handed out to all in attendance for 

comment. 

 Yvonne Caley responded to Cllr Buczkiewicz’s letter of thanks for the dog 

show. Her reply said she greatly appreciated the letter from the PC and 

confirmed the money raised had reached £4,000.Mr Collin noted the 

presentation for the Rainbow charity would be held on the 18th Dec. 

 

51/2010 Cemetery Maintenance:  



 

 

 

No update. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz to write a letter of thanks as the cemetery is very well kept. 

52/2010 Financial Matters: 

 

 

The Parish Clerk confirmed the following payments to be made: - 

Hire of Harley Hall – cost has gone up to £20.  

Flowers around the Osgathorpe Stone £50 

Agreed unanimously by Councillors and cheques signed accordingly. 

 

Cllr Buczkiewicz raised a concern that in the last 10 yrs the cost of the hall had risen 

from £8 to £20. How is this figure arrived at? When are meetings held and who 

attends? 

Cllr Freeman is on the committee, but has never attended a meeting of the village 

hall trustees. Committee members are Hazel Ball, Penny Freeman, Liz Scotney and 

Janine Banks. 

Mr Phillipson – part of the tenancy agreement for the house is to be Clerk of Harley 

Hall. The Trust charge Mr Chatwin £100 rent, which he recovers through meetings 

such as this and the WI. Harley Trust has no power over the use of the Hall. 

Committee members can ask for a meeting and this can't be refused. 

Mr Phillipson suggested that Cllr Freeman chooses a number of dates and asks for a 

meeting. Cllr Freeman to action. 

 

Cllr Buczkiewicz – The draft Precept was presented. Using last year as a guide, the 

Harley Hall figure will stay the same, as the budget figure is higher than that 

required to cover routine meetings because it includes election usage costs. The 

phone box electricity charge is estimated as £40. A figure of £60 has been added for 

the Parish Plan, to cover print costs. Cllr Buczkiewicz to confirm the cost of 

mowing the churchyard, £550 or £600?  
Cllr Buczkiewicz – proposed a precept of £3305 or £3355 based on the outcome of 

the Churchyard costs. 

Cllr Inchley expects this to be challenged and reduced by North West. Grace 

Worthington (Belton) has suggested that NWLDC will make cuts of up to 25%. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz – Mrs Clarke to forward the precept to North West. 

Mr Phillipson – what money comes in from Burials and interest? 

Cllr Buczkiewicz – no figure for last year, income is minimal. We have to be 

prudent with resources because of the election costs. 

Mr Phillipson asked where the cost of mowing the land at Orchard Close appears in 

the precept? Mr Collins confirmed that this is not taken from the PC budget; it’s in 

the Osgathorpe Council Tax. 

 

 

53/2010 Planning Matters: 

 1 application – 63 Main Street: work to trees with a preservation order. Application 

was distributed to all present for comment.  

Cllr Buczkiewicz – Can’t see any reason why work should not go ahead. 

Cllr Inchley – In the interest of maintaining them in good condition, then no 

objections. 

All Councillors agreed: no objection. Mrs Clarke to send response back to the 

planning office. 

 

54/2010 Parish Plan: 

 Cllr Inchley confirmed that the draft Village design statement has been sent to Ian 



 

Bourne who made some comments on the footpaths. Mr Phillipson commented that 

Mr Bourne keeps footpaths across his land in very good order. Cllr Buczkiewicz 

reported that Jim Elsom had no comments. 

Cllr Inchley confirmed that the next step is to put photographs into the design 

statement. Then it will be complete and ready for print. 

 

55/2010 Website &Village Voice 

  

Latest issue of VV very full, packed with village events. Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked 

David Davidson on behalf of the PC. Next issue should be out before Christmas. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz noted that the harvest auction had moved to the Sunday afternoon 

from the Sunday evening, was this advertised? Mr Collins confirmed that it was on a 

board outside the pub. 

 

56/2010 Highways & Footpaths 

 Paul Tyler raised a concern that the sign for Osgathorpe had fallen off at Breedon 

lane signpost.  

Mr Phillipson uses the route regularly and agreed to check the signage and 

report back to Cllr Buczkiewicz. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz received a call from Mr C Bradford, who noticed that the brook 

walkway does not have ramp access. Cllr Buczkiewicz seeks the permission of the 

council to ask the highways to come and check the situation. 

Proposal accepted. 

Mr Collin – are cars still parking on the pathway? 

Mr Phillipson – the police have spoken to individuals and it has improved. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz – proposes that he and Mr Phillipson walk through the village 

prior to North West coming along. Mr Phillipson agreed. 

 

57/2010 Other Village Issues: 

 Phone box maintenance: Cllr Inchley has read the Eon contract. Although there is 

a certificate that confirms an unmetered supply, they are able to establish with 

reasonable accuracy how much electricity it uses. 236 kwhrs pa. The T&C’s refer to 

payment for this and Cllr Inchley believes we are to nominate a supplier to enable us 

to pay. 

Mr Phillipson enquired as to why we needed electricity? 

Cllr Inchley replied that it was for the light. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed that a light was not requested when the phone box was 

adopted. 

Mr Phillipson suggest that if when we bought the phone box for £1 and we 

requested the light be turned off, then we tell BT the cost is theirs. When did we 

take ownership? 

Cllr Inchley confirmed this as the 1st November 2009. We have to advise Eon of any 

changes, it’s also not known if the next certificate is automatically sent out. Cllr 

Inchley to check details. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz – the auditors will not look favourably on our accounts if we do 

not make a provision for the cost, should it be incurred. As such £40 for the lighting 

has been put in the precept. 

Mr Phillipson believes we should get rid of the light, as £40 seems a lot for a light 

that isn’t used. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed that maintenance had been delayed because of a local 

dispute into the ownership of the land on which the phone box stands. 



 

Mr Phillipson suggested that the Cllr Buczkiewicz request proof of ownership. 

Cllr Inchley noted that in our agreement we have to write to the landowner and ask 

for consent to maintain the phone box and land around it. 

All agreed that Cllr Inchley would write to BT asking who they believe the 

landowner is, as they had the previous agreement and following the response to this 

letter Cllr Buczkiewicz will write to Mr Allard. 

Mr Phillipson noted that the emergency services need to be informed that it isn’t a 

functional phone box – Mrs Clarke to action. Also there should be a note inside the 

phone box to this effect. Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed that the previous Clerk, Mrs 

Simms, had put a sign in the phone box. 

 

129 Bus – the service has been saved and Andrew Bridgen MP has been particularly 

supportive. Cllr Freeman noted that the timetable appears to be wrong and the 

drivers are still arriving in line with the old timetable. Mr Collin mentioned that 

from feedback he had had the new driver was considerate and helpful. Cllr 

Freeman to monitor the bus arrival times and to report back to Cllr 

Buczkiewicz, then Cllr Buczkiewicz to call Creswell’s to confirm timetable. 

Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked everyone who wrote in or attended meetings. 

Mr Tyler commented that the bus does not have official stops, is there a preferred 

place? 

Cllr Freeman confirmed that the bus can be stopped anywhere in the village. 

Mr Tyler suggested that this needs to be advertised for new comers and should be 

put as a notice with the timetable? 

Cllr Buczkiewicz – will ask Mr Davidson to put it in the Village Voice. 

Stockyard – Cllr Buczkiewicz reported that contracts have been exchanged, the 

new owners are now applying for change of usage. 

Storey Arms – still struggling, part of the downstairs may be used as office space. 

RCC article on grants given to Mr Collins by Cllr Buczkiewicz 

 

58/2010 Dates of Next Meetings:  

 25th January 2011 

3rd May 2011 (including Annual Meeting) may be subject to change due to 

elections. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................             Date ....................... 

 

 


