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Coronavirus and Osgathorpe 

Village closures 

The children’s play area, the telephone 
box community library, Church services 
and the Storey Arms will be closed until 
further notice due to the current 
situation. 

The following information from Belton 
Surgery has been issued: 

Several events planned for the coming 
months have been cancelled. These 
include the Storey Arms VE Day 

celebrations on 7th May plus others, 
including the Open Gardens, that are 
mentioned later in this issue of the VV.  

If you wish to keep updated on the 
medical advice for the coronavirus please 
see: www.nhs.uk/coronavirus  

The Parish council website now has a 
dedicated menu item “Covid-19” 
providing up to date information: 
www.osgathorpeparishcouncil.co.uk 

Osgathorpe Community Group 

Although this is a testing time for many of 
us, the pandemic has engendered 
countless acts of goodwill in communities 
across the country.  Osgathorpe is an 
incredibly sociable village with many of us 
able, in person, to ask friends or 
neighbours to go shopping, collect 
medicines or walk the dog if we can't 
leave the house. However, there may be 
some Osgathorpe residents who are 
finding this more difficult. 

Nick Sydenham has started an already 
successful, informal WhatsApp group for 
anyone in the village who would like to 
help their neighbours out, or for anyone 
who is concerned they may struggle to 

get support. This online group offers a 
way of finding someone who needs help 
or can give help, and is not linked to the 
Osgathorpe Parish Council or the church. 
In the event anyone agrees to get some 
shopping for neighbours, the 
arrangements and payment for goods will 
be between the two parties. 

If you would like to be added to the 
WhatsApp group, send Nick a message 
through Facebook or by text to 07711 
314294.  

The Thursday evening 8pm doorstep 
applause for our NHS heroes was a great 
success and there’s hope this might 
become a regular weekly feature in the 
coming weeks. 

VE Day in Osgathorpe 

As is the custom with important national 
events, Osgathorpe Parish Council (PC) 
will be providing every child and young 
person in the village with a celebratory VE 
Day 75th Anniversary medal. These were 
sourced by Rachel Stone. Unfortunately, 
a children’s party being planned for the 
weekend of 8/9th May supported by the 
Parish Council, with Sara Mace taking the 
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lead, has been postponed due to the 
current coronavirus situation. It is hoped 
to be able to re-arrange this for the end of 
August/early September, depending on 
the evolving situation and government 
advice given. 

Annual village litter pick 

The Annual Village Litter Pick, supported 
by Osgathorpe Parish Council, was held 
on Sunday 1st March. It was extremely 
successful, with the largest ever turnout 
of 43 litter pickers. Many thanks go to all 

those who helped, to Martin Cooke for 
taking the lead in organising it and to 
NWLDC for providing the equipment and 
collection of the rubbish. There will be 
another litter pick at a similar time next 
year. Osgathorpe PC would like to thank 
all those individuals who regularly litter 
pick around the village. 

Nick Rushton 

Nick Rushton, Leader of Leicestershire 
County Council, attended the meeting of 

Osgathorpe 
Parish 
Council held 
on 3rd March. 
Nick outlined 
aspects of his 
work and 
took 
questions 
from Parish 
Councillors 
and villagers 

present. If you have anything that you 
wish to discuss with Nick please either 
email him on: 

Nicholas.rushton@leics.gov.uk or call him 
on 07837 841441. 

Neighbourhood Watch News 

Neighbourhood Link is a Police 
Community Messaging Service which will 
send out the latest news and police 
updates www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk 

To contact the Police:  

Dial 999 in an emergency e.g. when life is 
in danger or a crime is being committed  

Dial 101 to report a crime that has already 
happened and any other incidents that 
do not need emergency response. 

 

The good news is that, so far, there has 
only been one (unspecified) crime 
reported in Osgathorpe during the first 
three months of 2020. 

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S 

CHURCH SERVICES SUSPENDED 

In response to the coronavirus outbreak, 
the Church of England has advised all 
churches to suspend all public worship. As 
a result, services in St Mary's Church, 
Osgathorpe are, unfortunately, 
suspended until further notice. We will be 
looking at ways to support the 
community over the coming weeks, but 
in the meantime if you have any pastoral 
issues please contact Revd. Lauretta 
Wilson on 01509 678966 or Revd. Louise 
Corke on 07549 027923 

SOCIAL EVENTS IN 2020 

The church Fundraising & Social 
Committee has been busy planning 
village events for 2020. However, the 
coronavirus outbreak has now become a 
key factor in whether these events go 
ahead or not. Based on the government 
advice, we have decided to cancel this 
year’s planned Easter Egg Hunt on Easter 
Day and the Open Gardens weekend. For 
the moment, we are still planning to host 
Sherlock Holmes at Osgathorpe Hall at 
the end of July. We will regularly review 
this decision in light of new government 
and health advice to decide whether or 
not to cancel as the event date 
approaches. Our top priority will always 
be to ensure the health and welfare of 
those attending. 

Sherlock Holmes at Osgathorpe 
Hall 
We are still optimistic that the critically 
acclaimed Pantaloons Theatre Company 
will return to Osgathorpe Hall for an 
afternoon picnic performance on Sunday 
26th July at 3pm. This time they will be 
putting dynamic detective duo Holmes 
and Watson through their paces as they 
tackle their most fiendish case yet. This 
delightfully inventive and hilarious show 
for all ages features live music, audience 
interaction and more mystery than you 
can shake a magnifying glass at. 

Joke of the Year 
competition 

Despite the pandemic, the residents of 
Osgathorpe have continued to submit 
their jokes and one-liners to the VV office 
at a relentless pace: 

 I went to buy some camouflage 
trousers the other day, but I couldn't 
find any. 

 My wife – it’s difficult to say what she 
does. She sells seashells on the 
seashore. 

 Aperitif – French for ‘a set of 
dentures’. 

 I was in a long queue at 7:45am today 
for the supermarket, that opened at 
8am for seniors only. A young man 
parked his car and tried to cut in at 
the front of the queue, but an old 
lady beat him back with her walking 
stick. But it didn’t stop him! He tried 
to jump to the front again, but an old 
man punched him in the stomach, 
then kicked him to the ground and 
he rolled away. As he approached 
the queue for a third time he said. 
“Look, if you don’t let me unlock the 
door, you’ll never get your 
shopping.” 

Thought for the Day 

‘Let your dreams be bigger 
than your fears, your actions 
louder than your words, and 
your faith stronger than your 

feelings.’ 

Anon. 


