
DRAFT 
OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT HARLEY HALL  
TUESDAY 31ST AUGUST 2010 

  
Present:  Chairperson                Martin Buczkiewicz 
                  Vice Chairperson       Mike Inchley 
                  Councillor                   Fiona Davidson 
                  Councillor                   Simon Bishop                 
                  Councillor                   Penny Freeman 
 
Also in Attendance: 
                         Lynn Simms (Clerk: part) 
                         Lisa Clarke (New Clerk) 
 
 
Apologies: Police Representatives  
 
31/2010   Cllr Buczkiewicz presented the crime figures on behalf of the Police. Nothing to                                                                                                                                      
report for August. Cllr Davidson reported the theft of two saddles, taken on two separate occasions. 
Not reported to the police. Therefore, no crime in Osgathorpe reported in August. 
 
32/2010    Neighbourhood watch  
Mr Davidson has approximately 80 email addresses on the village circulation list, which equates to 
30/40% of the households in the village. Cllr Buczkiewicz would like to remind everyone to give Mr 
Davidson their email addresses. Mr Davidson would also like to encourage people to ‘say hello’ to 
their neighbours and ‘adopt’ neighbours not on email for the purposes of the NW Scheme. 
 
33/2010  Introduction of new Clerk 
Cllr Buczkiewicz introduced Lisa Clarke as the new Clerk. Mrs Clarke will continue in the role until at 
least May 2011 when the next PC election will take place. 
Cllr Buczkiewicz would like to thank Mrs Simms for all her hard work over the last two years. 
Mr Davison would like to endorse Cllr Buczkiewicz’s comments on behalf of the Parishioners. 
 
34/2010  Minutes of the previous meeting 
After perusing the minutes of the previous meeting the following amendments were noted: 
 
25/2010 remove’ rejected the approval ‘and insert ‘not implemented the change of use’ 
29/2010 insert ‘Exclusive Brethren’ after Gospel Hall Trust. 
 
35/2010  Matters Arising / Clerks progress report 
Mrs Simms updated the meeting on outstanding issues: 

 06/2010 1 The brook has been cleared and a letter of thanks has been sent from Mr 
Phillipson. Acknowledgement of receipt was received from the Northern Division 

 06/2010 2 Maintenance of the phone box. Email received from BT re-land surrounding the 
kiosk. Further discussion under separate agenda item, point 12 Phone Box Maintenance 

 06/2010 6 The Standing Orders are on the website, under The Freedom of Information Act. 
The Headers on the website are pre set. Mrs Clarke will talk to Tim Heeley at LCC to see if 
headers can be changed 



 Dawsons Road Drains – Work should have been carried at the end of April. Cllr Freeman 
commented that the drains do seem better and although she hasn’t seen anyone working 
markings have appeared on the tarmac around the drains 

 Mr Phillipson has requested the accounts be made available on the website. This will be 
actioned as soon as the accounts are returned from the auditor. Action Mrs Clarke 

 Flkr, Mrs Simms has spoken to Tim Heeley at LCC who says a link into the URL to Flkr is 
possible. More information required, Cllr Buczkiewicz to speak to Nick Sydenham and pass 
information to Mrs Clarke to follow up 

 Mr Davidson raised the matter of the Burial Ground Register. Mrs Simms commented that 
the record she has is very out of date , she is aware that there are a couple of reserved plots 
but does not know who much the plots are or if the fee has been paid. Mr Collin has the 
Burial register, but it is still not up to date, he is also trying to make a plan of the cemetery to 
match plot with a name. Mrs Simms has already done a plan. Mr Davidson agreed to 
coordinate a meeting and work with Mrs Simms to get the book up to date. Church records 
can be used to help update the book. Mr Collin to give the book to Mrs Simms. Mr Collin 
confirmed that the Burial book should be kept up to date by the Clerk , once up to date the 
book will be passed to Mrs Clarke. Mr Collin confirmed that plots are reserved without 
payment, payment is only required if the plot is used. Mr Davidson suggested that in the 
absence of a formal system changes to the plan and reserved plot should be minuted at 
meetings. It was agreed that once the book was up to date and put together with the plan 
the Council will decide the next step. 

 Mrs Simms raised the need to consider funding requirements for next year. Cllr Inchley 
commented that all Precepts for next year will be cut by 25%. Cllr Buczkiewicz to arrange 
meeting with Cllr Inchley and the Clerk, Mrs Clarke, prior to next PC meeting. 

 
36/2010  Financial Matters 
Mrs Simms confirmed the following payments to be made: 

 Hire of Harley Hall - £18 (invoice required Mrs Clarke to action) 

 Mowing of Cemetery by Mr Summers - £160 plus petrol costs of £41.47 (receipts for 10th 
April, 18th May, 27th August). Total £201.47. 

 2nd Half of election fees required, cheque needs to be agreed and signed although payment 
deferred until the Precept. £562.74  

 External audit by Clement Keys: may need payment before next meeting, £57. Amount 
agreed in principle. 

 
Cheque payments proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz and seconded by Cllr Bishop, made out and signed 
accordingly. 
 
Cheque payments from the previous meeting on 13th July proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz and 
seconded by Cllr Inchley and agreed at this meeting. 
 
37/2010 Planning Matters 
Erection of an agricultural building by Mr Allard has been passed. Cllr Buczkiewicz strongly feels that 
the council’s observations are totally overlooked on every planning application and Mr Elston has 
never contacted the council directly, despite his assurances that he would consider this in future, 
given at a previous NW Leics District Council training session. Cllr Davidson abstained from this 
matter on personal grounds. Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed a letter to Mr Elston inviting him to the next 
council meeting and this was agreed by four Councillors, with one abstention. 
Cllr Inchley commented that it had been raised during planning training sessions with other Councils 
that the target of 2 week turn round of plans by NWLDC means that plans may not come to the 
attention of the council in time. 



 
No further plans received for review 
 
 
37/2010 Correspondence 

 Letter of thanks from Mr Phillipson, as previously mentioned.  

 Day Out at Osgathorpe Hall: Cllr Buczkiewicz sent a letter of thanks to Mr and Mrs Blunt on 
behalf of the PC and parishioners, as agreed at the previous meeting.  A letter was received 
from Mr and Mrs Blunt thanking the organisers for  tidying up so effectively after the day 
and have said the Village is always welcome to use the grounds. 

 Police Pledge Message – 3 page survey, Cllr Buczkiewicz to send Mr Davidson a couple of 
lines of text to go into VV. 

 Email received from David Whiting regarding the field next to Snarrows Lane. Suggestions 
for the management of the field have been put forward to STW. 

 Vibrant Village grant programme ‘inspire Leicestershire’ received. Cllr Buczkiewicz to pass 
onto Mr Phillipson. 

 Local Council training courses for Clerks, Cllr Buczkiewicz to discuss with Mrs Clarke and Mrs 
Simms. 

 
38/2010  The proposed withdrawal of the 129 bus service. 
Tuesday 27th August all five Osgathorpe Parish Councillors plus Mrs Clarke went to the Belton 
meeting, which Andrew Bridgen MP also attended, to discuss the 129 bus service. The Creswell’s 
contract expires at the end of October. Mr Bridgen wrote to Jean Fagg of LCC. Cllr Buczkiewicz read a 
letter from a resident of Osgathorpe, outlining the negative effects of the withdrawal of the service. 
40 people from Belton and Osgathorpe featured in the Leicester Mercury under ‘Keep Village Bus 
Plea’. Mr Davidson to circulate in the VV. It was proposed at the meeting that both councils and 
villagers write to LCC to protest at the proposal to withdraw the 129 , an email with the reference 
and contact details will be circulated by Cllr Buczkiewicz and a note will be included in the VV. 
 
39/2010 Cemetery maintenance 
No issues 
 
40/2010 Phone Box Maintenance 
Mr Wilf Allard stopped the grass around the phone box being cut because he said it was his land. His 
son-in-law has suggested that if the phone box is incorporated into his land he will look after it. He 
currently needs to build a supporting wall in the area. Cllr Inchley commented that the phone box 
could not be moved without significant cost because of the electricity supply.  Cllr Inchley to look at 
the documentation received regarding the phone box  from BT to see if it sheds any light on way 
leave or contact BT directly. 
 
Cllr Bishop suggested that the competition about the phone box should not be put into the VV until 
this is resolved. 
 
41/2010 Highways and footpaths 
Mr Collin mentioned the hedge needs cutting on the STW side of the Snarrows. Mrs Clarke to follow 
up with STW. 
 
42/2010 Website and Village Voice 
Mrs Clarke will take over maintenance of the website from Mrs Simms. Action Mrs Clarke 
 
 



43/2010 Parish Plan Update 
Cllr Inchley to provide a press ready copy of the plan to Mr Davidson for circulation with the VV. Help 
with distribution offered from Cllr Davidson and Cllr Freeman. 
 
Village design statement, Cllr Inchley to provide draft to Cllr Buczkiewicz .The next steps are to agree 
the content, add some photographs and put into a presentation. Cllr Buczkiewicz asked for it to be 
ready by the next Council meeting for approval. Cllr Inchley commented that the text would be 
ready but not the photographs. Cllr Buczkiewicz added that any money required would go into the 
Precept to cover the printing. 
 
44/2010 Other Village Issues 
 
Mr Collin raised his concerns about the pub, revenues are down and it may not be sustainable for 
the future. Cllr Buczkiewicz commented that a huge hole would be left if the pub were to close. Cllr 
Buczkiewicz suggested the pub be an agenda item for November’s meeting and we all think of 
suggestions to help. 
 
Zany Dog show, another successful year: Cllr Buczkiewicz to write a letter of thanks to Yvonne 
Caley. 
 
45/2010 Dates of the Next Meetings: 
 
2nd November 2010 
25th January 2011 
3rd May 2011 
 
 
 
 
Signed by Chairperson ..........................................................     Date ................................... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                          


