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16/10/16 
 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Application Reference 16/00057/FUL 
 
 
As per your request please find the views from Osgathorpe Parish Council with regard to the 
above planning application.  
 

 Although the actual number of houses has been reduced, the Parish Council still believes 
that the problems and issues outlined previously still remain valid. 
 

 Section 12 of the application requires the applicant to provide brief details of the flood 
risk associated with the proposal. In addition to the information that the applicant has 
provided the Parish Council would like to bring to your attention that the existing 
garage and outbuildings that are shown on the plans already suffer from flooding 
from overland flows. The area of land for the proposed houses and access road are 
also immediately adjacent to an area designated by the Environment Agency as an 
area in Zone 3 of flood risk.   
Already in 2016 the village has suffered flooding when the capacity of the existing 
surface drainage systems, and the capacity of Westmeadow Brook, have been 
exceeded. The frequency of this flooding appears to be increasing and is as a direct 
consequence of the increase in impermeable area, associated with developments 
within the catchment and contributing area of the brook, without due consideration of 
the effective management of surface water. 
National Planning policies, and NWLDC’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, seek to 
ensure that the flood risk associated with developments are properly understood and 
assessed to ensure that the development itself has an acceptable level of flood risk 
whilst ensuring that the flood risk is not increasing elsewhere. They also require that 
the downstream impacts should be carefully considered to prevent an increase in 
risk. The proposed development, converting pasture land in to impermeable areas of 
roofing and hard landscaping, will significantly increase the intensity and volume of 
the overland flows that already contribute to flooding on the development site and will 
also increase the risk of flooding to nearby properties and highways. The risk to the 
proposed development is not acceptable and the risk of flooding elsewhere, as a 
result of the development, will be increased which is also not acceptable. 

 

 Drainage/sewage: the Village Design Statement (VDS), developed in consultation 
with all parishioners and published by the Parish Council in November 2011, states 
that ‘no new housing development should take place without first ensuring that there 
is sufficient capacity in the sewage pumping system’. Permission for 16 new houses 
on Dawson’s Road have recently been approved by NWLDC, and a further 9 houses 
on Main Street have been also granted permission.  Osgathorpe PC would contest 
that the current drainage and sewage pipes within the village are insufficient to cope 
with additional demand from any further housing development and request an 
examination of the capacity of the pipes from Severn Trent. 
 



 Size of houses: the VDS specifically states that ‘the size of any new residential 
property should not be large executive type but be smaller family homes’. This 
Planning Application is clearly against the wishes of the majority of the villagers. 
 

 Visual impact: the nearby Church and properties will be affected visually by this 
development. The VDS states that ‘any new residential properties and extensions 
should blend with the surrounding properties’. The proposed properties clearly do 
NOT ‘blend’ and will visually impair the views of neighbouring existing properties. 
 

 Sustainability of village: the village has few amenities and was considered by 
NWLDC in some previous applications that were refused to be ‘unsustainable’ 
 

 As mentioned above, planning permission has been granted by NWLDC for the 
development of 16 new houses in Dawson’s Road, despite the objections of the 
overwhelming majority of villagers, as indicated by the result of a Parish wide Public 
Poll, and a further 9 houses on Main Street. This village does not need any further 
housing development to impact upon the rural nature of Osgathorpe. The PC feels 
that any further planning permissions will lead to an ‘open house’ for a flood of 
planning applications that will destroy the rural nature of the village. 
 
Osgathorpe Parish Council strongly objects to this proposed housing development 
and would urge NWLDC to dismiss this application on the above grounds. 

 
 

Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Nicola Kozurek 

 
Clerk to the Council 

 

 
 
 

 

 


