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Our Parish Council news 
 
Main Street building development 

In response to complaints received by 

villagers, the Parish Council (PC) has 

approached Target Construction on a 

series of issues relating to this site, 

including the amount of mud on the road 

and pavements with no evidence of any 

attempt to clear the mess up; the site 

vehicles parked in Orchard Close up to the 

junction with Main Street that cause 

restricted viewing for vehicles turning into 

or out of Orchard Close; and the pipe 

protruding through the hedge discharging 

muddy water directly onto Main Street. 

The PC will maintain close vigilance over 

this development. If anyone wishes to 

contact Target Construction directly, the 

Site Manager is James Leeson on 07714 

302707 or email 

Rebekah@targetjoineryukltd.co.uk  

Recent crime in the village: the PC 

has requested a meeting with the police 

to discuss the recent increase in crime and 

to identify what further measures may be 

taken by villagers to protect their 

properties and vehicles.  The 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme article 

below provides some advice. 

Dawson’s Road Play Area: this has 

now been taken over by the PC and will 

be maintained by the PC.  If there are any 

issues, then please inform a member of 

the PC.  

Defibs: the PC would like to thank David 

Marshall for his excellent work in 

maintaining the defibs in the village. 

Volunteers: The PC welcomes the 

efforts made by a variety of individuals to 

keep Osgathorpe looking in pristine 

condition. The PC would particularly like 

to thank: Liz Burrows for tidying up the 

area around the ‘Osgathorpe stone’ and 

for planting the pansies at the front of the 

stone; Rachel Stone for her continuing 

work keeping the telephone box 

Community Library stocked and in order; 

Emma Goodwin for watering the trees in 

the Play Area during the summer hot spell 

(seems a long way away now!); Jonathan 

Buss for varnishing the benches by the 

Community Library and in the Play Area; 

and Jamie Birch and Jim Elson for placing 

the large poppies on posts throughout the 

village as a mark of remembrance for all 

those who have served and died for this 

country.  

Osgathorpe crime update 

Kevin Legg, the lead for Osgathorpe 

Neighbourhood Watch, reports that for 

2019 there has been a significant increase 

in crime. For the period 1st January to the 

31st August there have been 7 reported 

crimes. There weren’t any reported in 

2018 for the same period. The breakdown 

of crimes was: Burglaries, 4; Other Theft, 

1; Violence and Sexual Offences, 1; Crime 

Damage and Arson, 1. 
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Please report anything suspicious and 

remind yourself of the current advice 

about how to avoid being a victim of 

crime by visiting www.police.uk/crime-

prevention-advice   

To contact the Police:  

Dial 999 in an emergency e.g. when life is 
in danger or a crime is being committed  

Dial 101 to report a crime that has already 
happened and any other incidents that 
do not need emergency response. 

 

Canine Partners 

From David and Penny Bodger 

Several years ago, local residents were 

treated to a fascinating presentation in 

the Osgathorpe Village Hall by Canine 

Partners who demonstrated the skills that 

their assistance dogs learn and answered 

our questions about their proposed new 

Midlands Training Centre on Ashby Road. 

Since then we have followed with interest 

the progress of the Centre, attending 

some of their public fund-raising events 

and meeting some of the wheelchair-

bound people whose lives have been 

changed by being partnered with one of 

the dogs.  In August we toured the 

current facilities, now including custom 

built accommodation for disabled people.  

The fantastic staff there are all excited 

about the next phase in the building – 

new kennels for the dogs under training.  

As a charity they rely heavily on public 

support and we know that many locals 

already do just this, be they volunteers as 

in “Puppy Parents” or through donations. 

They are always looking to raise their 

profile and are happy to be contacted and 

arrange to show people around as well as 

looking for attendees to their public 

events. See 

https://caninepartners.org.uk/ or contact 

the Head of Community and National 

Fundraising, Helen Watkinson: 

helenw@caninepartners.org.uk. 

Curry night at the Storey 

Arms 

From David Marshall 

Another good night was had at the Storey 

Arms by Friends of the Storey Arms 

(FOTSA) when £180 was raised in early 

October for Rainbows Hospice at 

Loughborough. 10 local villagers cooked 

individual pots and pans of curry including 

vegetarian, chicken, goat and fish. A 

nominal fee was charged for as much 

curry as you could get on a plate!  

Attendees also included friends from a 

variety of local villages and towns 

including Swannington, Woodhouse 

Eaves and Thringston. Our thanks to Phil 

and Sue for allowing FOTSA the 

opportunity to show off their culinary 

skills and thanks also to Stuart, Paul, 

Martin, Phil, Wayne, Brian, Amanda and 

Ray for their range of curries. 

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S 

Osgathorpe Open Gardens 

2020 

The organising committee has just about 

recovered from the last Open Gardens in 

2018 and so, by popular demand, we are 

planning to have another Osgathorpe 

Open Gardens weekend next year. The 

date has 

still to be 

decided, 

but if you 

have 

opened 

your 

garden 

before, 

we would love to have you involved again. 

In addition, we are keen to add gardens 

which have not been open in past years. 

Any size or type of garden is welcome. It 

could be a front or back garden, new or 

mature, modern or traditional, and it 

doesn’t have to be big or grand. In fact, 

many of the more popular gardens in 

previous years were smaller gardens with 

interesting plants or features. More 

details will be circulated to everyone early 

in the New Year. 

1940s Big Band Night 

A big thank you to everyone that came 

along to hear the Ockbrook Big Band at 

Osgathorpe Hall on Saturday 17 August. 

In particular, thanks to Simon and Chrissie 

Blunt who allowed us to host this 

fantastic evening in their barn. Many 

people have said that this was the best 

event we’ve ever had in the village and, 

whilst it was over 15 years since we last 

had a visit from the Ockbrook Big Band, it 

definitely won’t be as long before we see 

them again. 

Save the date! Christmas 

Film Show in the church 

There will be a FREE showing of The Lion 

King (2019 version) for Osgathorpe 

children on 23 November at 4pm in 

Osgathorpe Church.  

In 

addition, 

for adults, 

we will be 

showing 

Yesterday 

at 7.30pm 

on the 

same day (there will be a small charge of 

£5 for the adults). Full details will be 

circulated to every household in the 

village, but make sure you keep this 

afternoon and evening free. 

Remembrance Service 

The Remembrance Service will take place 

at St Mary’s on Sunday 10th November at 

10.45am. We do hope you and your 

families will be able to join us. 

Christmas Carol Service 

The Carol Service is always a popular 

event at Christmas time, but in previous 

years a number of people have said that, 

whilst they would like to come along, the 

weekends before Christmas can be busy 

with other family commitments. So this 

year we have decided to try something 

different and we will be having the Carol 

Service on Wednesday 17th December at 

6.30pm in the church. As well as the 

traditional festive carols and readings, 

there will be candles and refreshments. 

Details of all the Christmas church 

services will be circulated nearer the time. 

Joke of the Year 

competition 

• Someone stole my anti-depressants 

– whoever they are, I hope they’re 

happy! 

• A thesaurus is great – there’s no 

other word for it. 
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