
 

 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 16th January 2018 

 
Present:  Cllr    Martin Buczkiewicz (Chair) 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice chair) 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb 

Also in attendance: 

 Eleven members of the public 

Council Meeting:  

68/2017 Apologies: Cllr Rosie Clarke, Cllr Steve Webb and Clerk to the Council 
Nicola Kozurek 

69/2017 Police Speaker: 
The police attended the meeting and gave an update on the crime figures.  
There has been one report of anti-social behaviour on Grace Dieu Lane in 
the period and no criminal activity reported in the parish in January 2018. 
 
The police were raising awareness of the consequence of leaving valuables 
on view in unattended vehicles following car crimes in Long Whatton where 
loose change and a bag had been left on the front seats of vehicles that had 
attracted thieves. 
 
The next police surgery will take place at Castle Donington Co-op on 25th 
January 2018 between 17:00 and 19:00.  
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked the police for attending the village walk around that 
had taken place with the NWLDC Housing Officer. 
 
The police requested the dates of the forthcoming Parish Council meetings 
so that they could arrange to attend. Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed that the date 
of the next meeting is 1st May 2018 and he would confirm the dates. Action 
Cllr Buczkiewicz to advise the police of the dates of the Parish Council 
meetings after the Parish Council meeting on 1st May when the dates 
will be confirmed. 
 

70/2017  Neighbourhood Watch: 
Kevin Legg is unable to attend the meeting. 
 
The police offered to attend another Osgathorpe Neighbourhood Watch 
event in the Spring/Summer to follow up on the crime prevention event that 
had been held on 15th October 2017. The Parish Council agreed and the 
date is to be confirmed. 
 

71/2017 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 
After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy and being a 
true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the minutes as a 
true and accurate representation of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Elson.  
Unanimously approved. 
 

72/2017 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  



 

 

progress report: 
Cllr Buczkiewicz provided an update on actions from the previous minutes.  

 
Matters Arising. 
1. A number of actions on the action log from the previous meeting 

have been completed in the period. 
2. Action 45/2017 clean and seal the cemetery sign is ongoing. 
3. Action 62/2017 let LCC Highways know that the bench and phone 

box are now in position can now be completed. 
4. Cllr Buczkiewicz reported that Mrs Kozurek had contacted LCC to 

advise them of the debris that is at the end of Snarrows Road as 
a result of a lorry fire and to request them to remove it. 

73/2017 Financial Matters: 
A number of cheques were agreed: proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz, seconded 
by Cllr Elson, approved unanimously, then signed: 

 
1. Harley Hall £20 for the November meeting 
2. NWLDC £21 for fifty beech trees 
3. N Kozurek £359.90 for a replacement Parish Council Laptop 
4. N Kozurek £79.13 for Microsoft Office software for the 

replacement Parish Council laptop 
 

Precept for 2018/19: 
Details of the precept was presented by Cllr Buczkiewicz with a proposed 
total of £4151. Although there is a slight increase in the total, the first for 
several years, by taking into consideration the increase in the number of new 
homes on Dawson’s Road and other areas of the village in recent years, this 
actually represents an overall decrease in the precept per household 
compared to several years ago. Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the precept for 
2018/19, seconded by Cllr Elson. Unanimously approved. 
 

74/2017 Planning Matters:  
1. Planning Responses Submitted: (available to view on the website) 

a. Church Lane Appeal against planning decision. The Appeal was 
not successful. 

 
2. Planning Decisions: 

a. St. Mary’s Church – planning was granted 
b. The site off Snarrows Road – planning was not granted 
c. 4, Ashby Road – planning was granted 

 
 

75/2017 Correspondence: 
1. Snarrows Road was closed for essential works to be carried out and 

this proved to be inconvenient to road users having to follow the 
diversion. A parishioner had contacted the Parish Council. The Parish 
Council responded advising that a notice warning of the closure had 
been posted and that it was a matter that would be better directed to 
LCC Highways Department who are responsible for co-ordinating 
such activities. 

2. The defibrillators have had their batteries replaced and, where 
necessary, had their pads replaced. Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked David 
Marshall from the Defibrillator Group for their excellent work in 
maintaining this equipment. 



 

 

3. There continue to be incidents of fly tipping being discovered around 
the verges within the parish. Members of the public have contacted 
the Parish Council to advise when this has happened and the Parish 
Council have reported incidents to NWLDC environmental 
department. The tyres and barrel that were discarded in the most 
recent incident were removed promptly by NWLDC. There is an email 
address at NWLDC to report directly to NWLDC. 

4. Numerous pieces of correspondence have been received, and 
responses given, regarding the development on Dawsons Road and 
The Storey Arms. The issues raised will be covered under item 13, 
Other Village Items. 
 

76/2017 Cemetery Maintenance: 
Cllr Buczkiewicz noted that the cemetery is being well maintained. 
 

77/2017 Phone box and Maintenance: 
1. Cllr Buczkiewicz reported that the phone box has been relocated 

within the village to a location agreed with LCC.  
2. A bench, has been able to be provided immediately adjacent to the 

phone box as the result of a very kind, anonymous donation received 
by the Parish Council. 

3. Carter Construction have very kindly provided the foundations for the 
phone box and the bench. 

4. A parishioner has kindly agreed to fit the phone box out with 
appropriate shelving to hold a selection of books. 

5. As a result of 1. to 4. above the Osgathorpe Community Library will 
be ‘open for business’ in the next few months. A flyer, communicating 
the details, and requesting the donation of books, was circulated 
recently. Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked all concerned and repeated the 
request for any books to be donated to Rachel Stone at 8, Orchard 
Close. 

78/2017 Highways and Footpaths: 
1. Cllr Buczkiewicz noted the closure of Snarrows Road, and a very 

similar event that had occurred on Church Lane. The cleanliness of 
Snarrows Road following the closure was also noted. Cllr 
Buczkiewicz will write to LCC Highways Department to highlight 
concerns raised in better detail and to request them to consider wider 
notification of impending closures. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to write 
to LCC regarding recent road closures, the lack of cleanliness of 
the highways following the recent closures, and seek wider 
notification of any future closure that may be required 

79/2017 Website and Village Voice: 
1. Thanks go to Mark Robertson for the excellent editions of the Village 

Voice. Another Village Voice will be circulated within the next few 
months and all contributions to the next edition will be most welcome. 

2. Cllr Buczkiewicz will ask for the details of NWLDC fly tipping reporting 
line to be included in the Village Voice. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to 
provide details of NWLDC fly tipping reporting details for 
publication in the Village Voice. 

3. Thanks go to Nicola Kozurek for updating and maintaining the Parish 
Council website. 
 

80/2017 Other Village Issues: 
1. Thanks go to Mr Marshall for the new battery in the defibrillator at the 



 

 

Harley Hall carpark and the replacement pads that have been 
provided. 

2. The Play Area on Dawsons Road. 
a. An anonymous donation has been received by the Parish 

Council for the purchase of an additional item of play 
equipment for the play area. The donation was received from 
the same anonymous donor that enabled the bench to be 
provided adjacent to the phone box. The provision of suitable 
equipment is being discussed with Wicksteed who are 
providing the original equipment for Chevin Homes. 

b. There has been correspondence from a parishioner regarding 
erecting some fencing along the southern boundary to the 
play area. Consequently, there has been correspondence with 
Chevin Homes and an agreement by them to erect a post and 
rail fence. 

c. The land to accommodate the play equipment is currently not 
dry enough to allow the area to be seeded and the equipment 
installed so installation is likely to take place in the Spring. 

d. NWLDC’s Physical Activity Development Officer will be 
meeting with the Parish Council to suggest activities that may 
be arranged for the play area. 

e. The Parish Council are in discussions with Chevin Homes 
about signage for the Thomas Harley Play Area, named as a 
result of a competition with local schools, and signage to 
advise that no dogs should be within the Plat Area and to 
provide guidance on appropriate age ranges for children 
wishing to use the play equipment. 

3. The Topsoil stored by Carter Construction on Dawsons Road 
a. Carter Construction have approached NWLDC, the Armett 

family and the Parish Council to explore an option of 
dispersing the excess topsoil from the development rather 
than removing it for disposal.  

b. There are two main benefits for the village with this option. 
Firstly, the adverse impact on parishioners associated with 
200 lorry movements along Dawsons Road would be negated 
and secondly, the Parish Council would receive an additional 
£5k towards the Play Area maintenance making a total of 
£13.5k negotiated by the Parish Council with Chevin Homes 
and Carter Construction. This sum would be used for the 
maintenance of the Play Area for many years to come thus 
avoiding any rise in the precept to cover this. 

c. The topsoil would remain on the land leased back to the 
Armett family by firstly removing the existing topsoil at the 
lower end of the site, spreading the topsoil from the pile over 
that area of subsoil, reinstating the original topsoil and then 
reseeding it with meadow grass.  

d. Discussions are nearing completion. 
4. The Storey Arms 

a. Cllr Buczkiewicz handed out copies of correspondence from 
the Landlord dated 25th April 2014 and allowed the members 
of the public time to read it. 

b. Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed that, at that time, the pub 
committee had been asked by the Landlord to attend a 
meeting at which they agreed to work towards finding the 



 

 

funding for a fair valuation for the pub which would then 
enable him to hand it over to the community. 

c. Cllr Buczkiewicz shared the following statement on behalf of 
the Parish Council:- 

• Since April 2014, at the behest of the incumbent landlord, 
the Parish Council has been attempting to raise funds to 
purchase the Storey Arms as a Community Hub for the 
ongoing benefit of the village. The funds to purchase and 
refurbish the pub were acquired but the landlord has 
refused to sell to the OCPA, now the OCPL, which is the 
group through which the process is being delivered.  

 

• It was brought to the notice of the Parish Council that the 
landlord had announced the closure of the Storey Arms 
from 1 January 2018. After numerous emails and 
telephone calls with various departments of NWLDC to 
ascertain what the legal situation was regarding the ACV 
(Asset of Community Value) and a closed village amenity 
and the potential breach of planning, the Senior 
Enforcement Officer of NWLDC contacted the landlord to 
ascertain whether he intended to continue to live on the 
premises, which the PC understands he is not entitled to 
do if the pub is shut as the living accommodation is 
ancillary to the business. On Thursday the pub re-opened, 
with the landlord claiming that he had been ‘on holiday’. 
The Planning Enforcement Officer will be visiting the 
landlord in the coming weeks to discuss the situation with 
him and the Parish Council will be monitoring when the 
pub is open.  

 

81/2017 Public Participation: 

 1. The OPCL were invited to provide an update on The Storey Arms 
before general comments taken from members of the public. 

2. The OPCL advised that they are continuing to try to negotiate the 
purchase of the Storey Arms which is on the market for over twice the 
value that was placed on it when the asset was valued by the 
Landlord and OCPL. Change of use had put some impetus in to the 
negotiations and they continue to try to have good conversations with 
the Landlord to progress the purchase. The OCPL confirmed that 
they had held a meeting of the OCPL committee last night. In answer 
to a recent e mail query about the membership of the OCPL they also 
stated that their Storey Arms website provides details of all 
committee members and provides their contact details and that any 
questions can be directed to them using those details. Those details 
have been available on the website for over a year despite assertions 
to the contrary. 

3. The OCPL further advised that an update of the current situation 
would be provided on the website in the coming month. 

4. A parishioner reminded us that there used to be a 5 year financial 
plan published on the OCPL website and it is no longer available to 
review. They asked if it could be made available again. The OCPL 
replied that the current situation made it particularly difficult to make a 
relevant current plan until better details and certainty of costs and 
timescales become available and it is very much dependent upon 



 

 

negotiations and what the community were able to use the asset for. 
5. A parishioner asked what level of turnover needed to be achieved to 

make the venture a sustainable business, to cover running costs, 
and/or return a profit. The OPCL responded that options were being 
considered and these options depend upon the negotiations to 
purchase the asset and the meeting attendees were reminded that 
these negotiations, as with any negotiations to purchase an asset, 
are very sensitive. 

6. A parishioner asked if the OCPL could share information about what 
they are trying to achieve, provide an outline of the options being 
considered, and to welcome the views of villagers and value their 
input in taking those options forward. The OPCL welcomed the intent 
but wanted to strike a balance and were cautious about creating a 
false optimism. The OCPL reminded those present that a 
presentation had been given to villagers a couple of years ago before 
the current difficulties had arisen. 

7. A parishioner reminded those present that the asset had been valued 
as £195k when open as a business, £170k if closed to business and 
that it is currently advertised on the web with an asking price of 
£500k. The OCPL responded that, as a potential purchaser of the 
asset, the group do not wish to disclose details in a public forum that 
may adversely affect a purchase. 

8. A parishioner shared that there appeared to them to be a hate 
campaign against the current owners. This was strongly disputed by 
many of the attendees, including the Parish Council and OCPL, and 
the parishioner was reminded that it was an individual’s choice 
whether to visit the Storey Arms in its present guise, and in the future. 
The OCPL reminded those present that the Storey Arms is principally 
a business premises and that the purpose of the building is to provide 
a public house in the village. 

9. A parishioner reminded those present that when the referendum was 
taken in August 2014 59% of the village responded and of those 
59%, 63% voted ‘no’ to supporting the planning application for the 
Dawsons Road development and receiving £300k for the purchase of 
the Storey Arms. At that time, the survey recorded that only 3% of 
villagers visited the Storey Arms on a daily basis, 21% weekly, 8% 
monthly, 38% rarely and 30% never visited it. The question was 
posed whether the village were keen to acquire the asset because 
these statistics did not seem to support this. The OCPL advised that 
they had subsequently carried out a survey about the Storey Arms 
alone and that this survey suggested strong support for the venture. 

10. A parishioner suggested a cooling down period for a year and for 
those currently not visiting the Storey Arms to start to return and see 
if this can help to unlock the community pub venture. The OCPL 
considered that a meeting to discuss options like this would be 
beneficial and we should continue all beneficial dialogue to help with 
the purchase of the Storey Arms. 

11. A parishioner asked if details of the cost of renovation of the phone 
box could be provided. Cllr Buczkiewicz responded that details will be 
forwarded. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to forward financial details of 
the renovation of the phone box to the parishioner. 

12. The meeting was drawn to a close with thanks offered to all those in 
attendance. 

 



 

 

82/2017 Dates of next meeting, start 7pm:  
1st May,  

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 


