
 

 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 10th January 2017 

 
Present:  Cllr    Martin Buczkiewicz (Chair) 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice chair) 
 Cllr    Rosie Clarke 
 Cllr    Steve Webb 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb 

Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council Nicola Kozurek 
Four members of the public 
 

Council Meeting:  

67/2016 Apologies: none 
 

68/2016 Police Speaker: 
The police did not attend the meeting.  Cllr Buczkiewicz read out a response 
to his email regarding police attendance at the meeting (see appendix 1).  
No crimes reported for November or December 
 

69/2016  Neighbourhood Watch: 
Nothing to report 

 

70/2016 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy and being a 
true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the minutes as a 
true and accurate representation of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Fairlamb.  
Unanimously approved. 

  

 
71/2016 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  

progress report:  

 
 
 

 

 
Mrs Kozurek provided an update on actions from the previous 
minutes.  

 
Matters Arising. 
1. Contact Belton PC again regarding the overgrown holly bush on 

Grace Dieu Lane.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz 

2. Blocked gulleys on Dawsons Road have possibly been dealt with 
as Cllr Fairlamb saw highways clearing some gulleys in 
Osgathorpe and they reported they have cleared Belton and are 
working their way through the area 

3. Cllr Fairlamb has contacted NWLDC regarding the SuDS on the 
Dawsons Road development and the subsequent long term 
maintenance of it, but as yet has received no response. 
 
 



 

 

72/2016 Financial Matters: 

 

 
1. A number of cheques were agreed: proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz, 

seconded by Cllr Webb, approved unanimously, then signed: 
a. Harley Hall £20 
b. NWLDC for Beech trees £22.80 
c. N Kozurek website build costs £193.38 (funded by the 

transparency fund grant which has now been received) 
2. 2017/18 precept presented by Mrs Kozurek.  The PCC requested 

a grant of £400, which was proposed to be added to the precept 
by Cllr Buczkiewicz.  Seconded by Cllr Fairlamb.  All Cllrs voted 
unaminously in favour.  The precept requirement was then 
presented to be £3965 for 2017/18.  This amount was proposed to 
be requested from NWLDC by Cllr Buczkiewicz.  Seconded by Cllr 
Webb.  All Cllrs voted unanimously in favour.  Action Mrs 
Kozurek to put forward the precept request to NWLDC.  The 
precept presented at the meeting can be viewed on the website, 
along with an up to date copy of the 2016/17 accounts. 

 

73/2016 Planning Matters:  

 
 

Planning Decisions:  
a. None received 

Planning Responses Submitted: 
b. The Farmhouse, Ashby Road 

 

74/2016 Correspondence: 

 1. Cllr Buczkiewicz noted that several emails have been received 
regarding the Dawsons Road development and SuDS system, of 
which most have been responded to and a few are still in progress.  
The PC will respond accordingly. 

2. Fly tipping on Church Lane has been observed by a member of the 
public who reported it to Cllr Buczkiewicz, however following 
investigations it was found that the vehicle registration number did not 
match the vehicle details on record so no further action could be 
taken.  Note environmental crimes can be reported to Jackie Sykes or 
Ruth Mulvany at environmental.protection@nwleicstershire.gov.uk or 
by contacting 05130 454 600 

 

75/2016 Cemetery Maintenance: 

 1. The 50 beech trees purchased are to be planted by Cllr Elson and Cllr 
Fairlamb.  Cllr Fairlamb added that two areas of the hedge are 
looking sparse but other than that the hedge looks ok.  Cllr 
Buczkiewicz added that the fruit trees and oak tree stems are 
damaged as previously reported 
 

76/2016 Phone box and Maintenance: 

 1. Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to visit David Stanley to complete the 
authorisation details required by Leicestershire County Council 
 

77/2016 Highways and Footpaths 

 1. Unadopted road on Main Street/Meadow Lane.  Mrs Kozurek read out 
an update from the Public Rights of Way Inspector (see appendix 2) 

  
78/2016 Website and Village Voice 

mailto:environmental.protection@nwleicstershire.gov.uk


 

 

 1. The latest Village Voice has been produced and delivered by Mark 
Robertson, Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked Mr Robertson for his work on 
producing the Village Voice.  Mr Robertson noted the next edition is 
due around Easter.  Action Mrs Kozurek to put the latest edition 
onto the website. 

 

79/2016 Other Village Issues: 
1. A litter pick is scheduled for Sunday 5th March between 10am-1pm, 

with a note from the organisers to be distributed with further details.  
Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to contact NWLDC  to ensure they are 
aware of the litter pick to provide hi-vis gear and ensure the rubbish 
bags get picked up from along the highway.  Mark Robertson and 
Charles Kemp have agreed to co-ordinate the litter pick 
 

80/2016 Public Participation: 

 1. Following on from a request via email, a query was made as to 
whether the restrictive covenant in the lease to restrict the use of the 
land adjacent to the Dawsons Road development to meadow land 
had yet been registered.  Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed Mrs Kozurek is 
pursuing this. 

2. Following on from a request via email, a copy of an email sent to 
NWLDC regarding the Dawsons Road development was requested 
by Mr Bate.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to send the email. 

3. Following on from email correspondence; a potential planning breech 
on the Dawsons Road site had been identified due to the SuDs 
system not yet being in place.  A letter had been written to NWLDC 
and help requested from the PC.  Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed he had 
spoken to NWLDC and can send Mr Phillipson a copy of the email he 
was sent in response.  Cllr Buczkiewicz noted the PC are being 
inundated with emails regarding the Dawsons Road development and 
things are getting missed as not everything is being directed to the 
central PC email address. 

4. It was noted that the agenda item under “Correspondence; 1. Ditch on 
Armetts Lane (G Phillipson)” should have read “J Phillipson” 

5. A query was raised regarding the naming of the new road on the 
Dawsons Road development and whether the village would get any 
input.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to follow up with NWLDC. 

 
 

81/2016 Date of next meeting, start 7pm:  
Please note the date of the next meeting has been moved from 9th May to 
23rd May 2017 
 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 

 

 
Appendix 1 – email from Police regarding attendance at meetings 

Thank you for your recent communication with regard to police attendance at PC meetings. Members of the beat team feel 
that it is important to attend PC meetings, however as I'm sure you will appreciate the Valley beat covers around 80 square 
miles, there are 10 PC and 22 schools which also require our attention. It is therefore not always possible for us to attend 



 

 

particularly if there is a more pressing response required in another area of the beat. It is our aim to attend 1 in 3 meetings 
but again this is not always possible particularly if meetings are changed at the last minute. 

As members of the beat team we like to support all community events, attendance at a PC meeting would be classed as such 
an event. It is important to have that face to face contact with members of the PC and public which is not possible by Email. 

As I'm sure you will appreciate it is not possible for members of the beat team to be able to comment or be aware of all of the 
incidents which take place within the Valley beat area - there are simply too many. Whereas Osgathorpe has a very low crime 
rate other areas of the beat are not so fortunate and therefore our activity has to be directed to these areas. 

Although I appreciate that members may become frustrated by what they perceive to be lack of police attendance at 
meetings or in the village, please be reassured that this is not always a negative thing. Police patrols and attention is always 
directed to high crime areas, this thankfully is not the case in Osgathorpe. 

We will always endeavour to attend PC meetings providing that our duties permit this 

 
Appendix 2 – email from Public Rights of Way Inspector (Dated 30th November 2016) 
 
In my previous email I should have clarified that, where vegetation affects a public footpath, bridleway or byway the Council is 
legally responsible for the surface if weeds etc. considerably impede people using the path. However trees and hedges 
beside or above public rights of way form part of the adjoining property and its boundaries, and so are legally the 
responsibility of whoever owns or rents the property. 
  
When I visited the surface of the path was relatively clear as a result of the Council’s contractors scheduled strimming which I 
mentioned previously. However, the hedges beside the path are overgrown and I will presently be writing to the property 
owners about this. 
  
As to the signpost. The statutory requirement is for a sign at the start of a public right of way, which is met by the sign at the 
Meadow Lane, Main Street junction. The fallen sign is a yellow topped waymark post where the right of way leaves the 
private lane that leads to the paddock/garden behind 51A Main Street. 
  
Waymark provision is not a statutory or safety requirement, so mostly it’s only an aid to traditional footpath navigation. One-
off waymark repairs are very costly due to the contractors travel time costs etc. As a result issues with waymark posts are 
normally only dealt with as part of the 5-6 yearly programme of maintenance schemes - where all waymarks are 
repainted/renewed, stiles repaired etc. across a given area. Coincidentally, some of the area around Osgathorpe is 
scheduled for that this winter, so this waymark post will be replaced at some point before next April. 
 


