
OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 6th September 2011 

 
Present: Chairperson  Martin Buczkiewicz 

Vice Chairperson Mike Inchley   
Councillor   Fiona Davidson  
Councillor               Rita Irving 

 Councillor               Emma Bishop 

Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council Lisa Clarke 
5 members of the public 
Guest Speaker – Simon Clare Canine Partners 

43/2011 Apologies:      Police speaker       
                

44/2011 Police Speaker:     

 Information received post meeting. 
One incident of theft in August – Oil siphoned from an outside tank. 

45/2011 Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  

 After perusing the minutes of the previous meeting the following amendments were 
noted: 
37/2011 – 2. Meadow Farm changed to Meadow View Farm. 
 
Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the minutes as an accurate and true record of the 
meeting. Seconded by Cllr Inchley and passed unanimously. 
 
Mr Phillipson raised action 18/2011 from previous minutes – Mr Sydenham had not 
contacted him. Cllr Buczkiewicz to action 

46/2011 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report:  

 The Clerk updated the meeting on outstanding issues: 
1. Creswell’s school bus – Creswell’s maintain that the bin lorry is responsible 

for churning the grass. An additional complaint from a member of the village 
regarding the regular bus service has also been received. Therefore a site 
meeting with Creswell’s is proposed. Mrs Clarke to arrange a meeting with 
Creswell’s and Cllr Bishop. 

2. The brook is clogged with water cress again - Action Mrs Clarke. 
3. Council to consider joining the LRALC, as recommended by the internal 

auditor. Fees presented by Mrs Clarke to the Council. Cllr Buczkiewicz 
proposed that the PC attempt to obtain a half year rate, but that joining 
would, in any event, be beneficial for the Clerk’s professional development 
and should commence with immediate effect. Seconded by Cllr Davidson 
.Mrs Clarke to action. 

4. Mr Blunt raised the proposed re-routing of a footpath across his land. Both 
Mrs Clarke and Mr Phillipson have spoken to Jeffrey Pendery from the 
Footpaths dept of LCC. The final route has not been agreed; there is also an 
issue of apportionment of the cost between the residents concerned and 
LCC. Once these have been agreed the plan with be put out to consultation. 
This will include the Parish Council, the District Council and the Ramblers 
Association. Mr Davidson added that if the proposed route improved access 



then we should support the changed route. 
 
Clerks Progress report: 

 Action 37/2011 point 5 – Mrs Clarke informed the meeting that Mr Windley 
(Affordable Housing) operates as an independent surveyor and is hosted at 
the offices of Midlands Housing. 

 Action 41/2011 – complete.  

 Accounts have passed external audit and will be put onto the website. Action 
Mrs Clarke. 

 Broken railings by brook reported to highways 

 Cemetery Bench – Mr Stock has cleaned and oiled the bench. Action: letter 
of thanks from PC. 

 Mr Davidson confirmed that the PC could use the Church safe for critical 
records. 

 Bench to be commissioned in memory of Mr Ivor Stock. Mr Phillipson 
requested to know the cost– Action Cllr Buczkiewicz.  

 Burial Book – ongoing review of legislation. Action Mrs Clarke.  

 Burial charges – ongoing. Mrs Clarke to benchmark prices list with the 
surrounding areas, Mr Davidson will discuss the prices with the PCC. 

 The leak on Main Street has been repaired but there is still an issue on 
Dawsons Road. Mrs Clarke to report. 

47/2011 Guest Speaker  

 
 

Simon Clare of Canine Partners. 
Mr Clare gave an overview of the proposed development and operation of the site. 
The query from the open evening regarding the discharge from the water treatment 
plant was answered. Mrs Clarke had received a response from the Planning Office 
and from Mr Clare about this. 
Mr Phillipson asked what the date of determination was.  
Mr Clare – the date has been changed and is now the 19th October 2011 

48/2011 Neighbourhood Watch:  

 
 

Nothing to report. 
Cllr Buczkiewicz to contact PC Jason Underwood to follow up from an email 
sent in the summer. 
Mr Davidson will continue to use the email circulation process for communication of 
incidents and information. 
 

49/2011 Correspondence: 

 

 
 Cllr Inchley confirmed that the chevron board had been fixed. 

 Mrs Clarke has been contacted by a local reporter with regard to the 
Affordable Housing. Unanimous agreement that no reply would be made. 

 Cllr Buczkiewicz passed some Big Society information to Mr Phillipson, as it 
may be useful to The Harley Hall Trust. 

 Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed writing to Mr Bourne to thank him for storing the 
PC mower. Cllr Buczkiewicz to action. 

50/2011 Phone box Maintenance: 

 
 

Following a second letter to Mr Allard a reply was received informing the Council that 
Mr Allard had handed over the issue to his land agent, Mr Large. A letter from Mr 
Large supports Mr Allard’s previous reply, asserting that the phone box is on his 
land. Cllr Inchley confirmed that BT have said that the majority of phone boxes are 
located on the Public Highway and if it is on private land they would pay a way leave 
fee. Also, the Land registry, Highways and Leics CC state that it is on highway. 



Cllr Buczkiewicz maintained that the Parish Council dispute the claim and will 
reiterate the intention to maintain and refurbish the phone box. Mrs Clarke to 
action. Cllr Inchley to pass the response from Mr Large to LCC 
 

51/2011 Financial Matters: 

 The Parish Clerk confirmed the following payments to be made: - 
 

1. Hire of Harley Hall –£20. 
2. Clement Keys – External Audit £60 
 

52/2011 Planning Matters: 

  Cllr Buczkiewicz read a letter from Mr Chris Elson from the planning office, 
following a complaint from the PC. James Mattley who is dealing with the 
Meadow View Farm development had sent a rather curt email to the Council. 
Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed that the PC contact John Sutton the developer and 
request a site visit. Mrs Clarke to action. Cllr Bishop had not seen the 
second set of plans. Mrs Clarke to provide the plans. 

 The Stockyard development – notification received regarding the perimeter 
fencing. Response required by the 14th Sept. The proposed fencing is 1.8m 
high. Mr Phillipson noted that the Brethren had categorically stated that the 
fencing would not be the same as that seen at their other sites. Cllr Bishop 
added that the Brethren have had experience of bullying in the past, hence 
the protection requested. Mr Phillipson proposed post and rail fencing. All 
present reviewed the plans. Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed that, while everyone 
agrees in principle to the change in use, the Council object to the fencing on 
the grounds that it is out of character for the area. Mrs Clarke to respond 

53/2011 Parish Plan: 

  Cllr Inchley passed round the first copy of the parish plan. There are still some 
pictures to be added. Cllr Inchley is now reviewing the original set of 
recommendations so that a priority list can be drawn up. Cllr Buczkiewicz 
commented that the plan was a credit to the group who pulled it together. 

54/2011 Website &Village Voice 

  Mr Phillipson asked if all meeting dates could be put onto the website 
calendar. Mrs Clarke to action. 

 Next Village Voice will be sent out after the dog show and the tug of war. 

55/2011 Highways & Footpaths 

  Grit bins have been ordered following agreement on locations. One by the 
bus shelter on Dawsons Road and one by the pub. Mr Phillipson asked who 
would supply the grit and Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed that Leics CC would 
keep them topped up. 

 Cllr Buczkiewicz and Cllr Inchley to agree a date for cleaning the bus 
shelter. 

 Mr Phillipson asked if the Council knew what the accident rate was since the 
resurfacing and speed limit change on the Ashby Rd. Cllr Inchley reported 
that it was fairly low, with there being only two incidents and they were both in 
icy conditions. Mr Phillipson suggested that the council write to Nick Rushton 
to thank him and report on the improved accident rate. The Council agreed, 
Mrs Clarke to action. 

56/2011 Other Village Issues 

  The harvest festival auction raised £1,500, with Colin Bradford’s onions 
raising £300 on their own. Mrs Clarke to write to Mr Bradford on behalf of 



the PC.  

 Mr Elson raised a concern regarding the STW land, set aside as wetland for 
birds that has, this year, been spayed with Glyphosate and destroyed. Mr 
Phillipson noted that at a meeting about 18 months ago STW had said they 
would hand over the land as a wild life reserve but changed their minds. They 
did attend one council meeting but refused to attend regularly. Mr Phillipson to 
send contact information to Mrs Clarke. Mrs Clarke to write to STW. 

 

 Date of Next Meetings 
8th November 2011 
24th January 2012 
1st May 2012 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................             Date ....................... 
 


