
 

 

OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD AT THE HARLEY HALL 
TUESDAY 6th September 2016 

 
Present:  Cllr    Martin Buczkiewicz (Chair) 

 Cllr    Jim Elson (Vice Chair)  
 Cllr    Rosie Clarke 
 Cllr    Steve Webb 
 Cllr    Mike Fairlamb 

Also in attendance: 

 Clerk to the Council Nicola Kozurek 
Nine members of the public 
 

Council Meeting:  

37/2016 Apologies: None 
 

38/2016 Police Speaker: 
PCSO Laura Cotton attended the meeting and gave an update on the crime 
figures for July and August: 

1. 2x burglaries.  There is no CCTV footage or potential suspects, both 
items have been filed (all lines of enquiry have been completed but 
the case can be re-opened if more information comes to light). 

2. Cllr Buczkiewicz added there has been a report of a black car acting 
suspiciously which has been forwarded on to the police. 

3. A resident added that a used syringe has been found on their front 
lawn on Main Street and advised residents to be aware. 
 

39/2016  Neighbourhood Watch: 
Nothing to report. 

 

40/2016 Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

 After reviewing the minutes of the previous meeting for accuracy and being a 
true reflection of the meeting, Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the minutes as a 
true and accurate representation of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Fairlamb. 
Unanimously approved.. 

  

 

41/2016 Matters Arising/Clerk Progress Report/ Meeting actions  
progress report:  

 
 
 

 

 
Mrs Kozurek provided an update on actions from the previous 
minutes.  

 
Matters Arising. 
1. Action Cllr Webb to query with Laura Eddy whether she knows of 

a way to get the new website link moved higher up the listings on 
the google search page, as the old website (no longer used) 
appears first. 
 



 

 

 

42/2016 Financial Matters: 

 

 
Mrs Kozurek provided a financial update: 
  
1. A number of cheques were agreed: proposed by Cllr Buczkiewicz, 

seconded by Cllr Webb, approved unanimously, then signed: 
a. LCC web support to 31st August £30 
b. D Summers cemetery mowing to July16 £299.69 
c. D Summers cemetery mowing to Sept 16 £230 
d. Harley Hall £20 
e. N Kozurek website costs £146.17 
f. Church Grant £390.73 

2. 2015/16 accounts have been agreed by external audit.  The report 
can be viewed on the website. 

3. Mrs Kozurek put forward a request for £339.55 from the 
transparency fund for the website costs and development costs.  
Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed this request, seconded by Cllr Webb.  
Unanimously approved. 

 

43/2016 Planning Matters:  

 
 

Planning Decisions:  
a. 18 Dawsons Road – planning granted 
b. 32 Main Street – retrospective planning granted 

Planning Responses Submitted: 
c. 25 Dawsons Road – no observations recorded 

Dawsons Road Play Area: 
d. Cllr Buczkiewicz read a statement detailing the Council’s rationale 

for adopting the play area (see appendix 1). Cllr Buczkiewicz 
noted that the rationale would be placed on the PC website. Cllr 
Elson confirmed that a £10k fee had been agreed to be paid by 
the developer and split £5k each to the Armetts and Parish 
Council for the use of the field adjacent to the development site to 
store equipment etc during the build of the development. The £5k 
paid to the Parish Council would be placed in a separate account 
and used purely for the play area.  Cllr Buczkiewicz proposed the 
Parish Council adopt the play area.  Cllr Clarke seconded.  
Unanimously approved. 
 

44/2016 Correspondence: 

  LED street lighting is to be installed in Osgathorpe during November 
2016.  The lights can be remotely controlled so can be switched on as 
necessary for emergency services. 

 Armetts Lane maintenance letter received from Mrs Phillipson.  
NWLDC have confirmed that maintenance is the responsibility of 
whoever currently maintains it.  The Parish Council only has certain 
powers and this is out of remit. Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed, however, 
that the PC has made representations to NWLDC about the situation. 
The internal roads on the new Dawsons Road development will likely 
be privately owned by the residents of the development.  The surface 
water drainage system (SuDS) will not be adopted by NWLDC.  

 Melton College are looking to advertise their “hobby” courses in the 
area.  Details will be available on the noticeboards and website when 
available. 



 

 

 A42 works currently being carried out.  See 
http://www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/A42-junction-13-to-M1-

junction-23a-maintenance-scheme for further details. 

 Details of this years’ free tree scheme from NWLDC have been 
released. See 
http://www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/free_trees_scheme2016 for details. 
 

45/2016 Cemetery Maintenance: 

 1. Cllr Buczkiewicz reported all seems ok, although more hedging needs 
planting along one side.  One corner also looks untidy, Action Cllr 
Buczkiewicz to get a quote for works to tidy the hedges. 
 

46/2016 Phone box and Maintenance: 

 Nothing to report 
 

47/2016 Highways and Footpaths 

 1. Blocked drains outside 20 and 22 Main Street have been reported to 
highways.  All drains are to be jetted as a result of the large quantity 
of chippings blocking the drains from the recent resurfacing works. 

2. Main Street/Meadow Lane unadopted road – overgrown vegetation 
and fallen footpath sign have been reported to highways. 

  
48/2016 Website and Village Voice 

 1. Cllr Buczkiewicz confirmed the new website is up and running.  Mrs 
Kozurek noted the website may not currently load correctly when 
viewing on a tablet or mobile device.  Action Mrs Kozurek to rectify. 

2. Village Voice – Mark Robertson has agreed to take over the 
production of the Village Voice.  Cllr Buczkiewicz thanked Mr 
Robertson for agreeing to take it on. 

 

49/2016 Other Village Issues: 
1. Cllr Buczkiewicz advised that BBC East Midlands are producing a 

series of articles on village pubs.  Mr Whyard and Cllr Buczkiewicz 
spoke to them.  Mr Collin declined to speak on camera.  The item is to 
be shown on Wed 14th Sept.  Cllr Buczkiewicz said this raised 
publicity of the plight and hopes it will move things forward. 
 

50/2016 Public Participation: 

 1. Mr Phillipson raised issues regarding the maintenance of Jubilee 
Wood.  It was noted that trees may need thinning and some trees are 
leaning due to having no stake.  Mr Blunt commented that the area is 
strimmed and sprayed 1x yearly.  Cllr Elson recommended the area is 
left another 2 years before it is thinned to allow the weakest trees to 
die off.  Mr Blunt offered to have the National Forest people look at 
the area in November when they come to look at his own land. 

2. Mrs Phillipson would like to know where the legal boundary is on 
Armetts Lane and who the ditch belongs to for maintenance.  Mr Blunt 
offered to check the land registry plans.  Cllr Buczkiewicz requested a 
flow of previous ownership history from Mr Phillipson which can be 
passed on to NWLDC and Chevin Homes, although it was noted 
NWLDC are unlikely to be involved as this is a boundary dispute. 

3. Mr Phillipson requested that if the PC start to use facebook as a 
means of communication that any information put on there is also put 

http://www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/A42-junction-13-to-M1-junction-23a-maintenance-scheme
http://www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/A42-junction-13-to-M1-junction-23a-maintenance-scheme
http://www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/free_trees_scheme2016


 

 

onto the website.  Action Cllr Buczkiewicz to find out how to 
remove the old website so it no longer comes up in searches. 

4. Mr Phillipson pointed out that new hedging planted in the cemetery 
may not grow particularly well as wood chips were previously put 
down when older trees were taken down.  Cllr Elson confirmed they 
may need to be replanted into compost and will look into it. 
 

51/2016 Dates of next meetings, start 7pm:  
 
8th November 2016, 10th January 2017 and 9th May 2017 
 

Signed by the Chairperson .........................................................           
Date ....................... 

 

Appendix 1 
 

RATIONALE FOR OSGATHORPE PARISH COUNCIL ADOPTING THE PLAY AREA ON DAWSON’S 

ROAD 

 According to the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) website: 

- Parish Councils have three duties: to represent the local community; to deliver services to meet local 

needs; and to improve the quality of life and community wellbeing. This is exactly what the PC will 

be doing by adopting the play area 

- Parish Councils have the powers to precept (tax) their residents to support their operations, 

including: to provide and maintain recreation grounds, parks and children’s play areas 
 

 Very few people wish to pay for things such as the education of children that they do not have or the police 

service that they do not use in the form of taxes or precept, this is just the same as some people who will 

have to pay for the village amenity but may not use it. However, if eventually after 14+ years the 

maintenance has to be added to the precept this will amount to approximately £4 per household per year at 

current rates (which equates to just over 1p per household per day), which would still be the second lowest 

in NWLDC at current rates. 
 

 According to NWLDC, the majority of PCs adopt the play areas 
 

 The developers have, after lengthy negotiations, agreed to supply the village with £20k worth of play 

equipment. This is far greater than they would have provided had the PC not agreed to take on the long 

term maintenance of the play area 
 

 It will be far easier to maintain control over the play area in terms of grass cutting, trees, general 

maintenance and the PC will be in a position to respond more quickly to any particular issues rather than a 

maintenance company 
 

 Also, if the developers go ‘bust’, or are taken over, which has apparently happened in some cases, there will 

be no monies available to the PC and the management of the site may fall into disrepute. Chevin Homes is a 

relatively small building company formed in 2002 with £1.5m assets, which could easily quickly be eroded. 

As the offer stands the PC has secured £8,500 towards the maintenance costs, which should be sufficient 

for at least the next 14+ years maintenance, including insurance of equipment and a public liability of 

£10million. In any case, funds for the replacement of and addition of equipment are available through a 

variety of schemes, including Play England 
 



 

 

 This play area is a long awaited much needed amenity for the village. At last an area of the village where 

the large number of the village children and grandchildren can socialise and play together, and where the 

mothers and fathers of the children and grandchildren can meet together and socialise in safety. 
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